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LETTERS 

HENRY BROUGHAM 

Advocates' Library, 
Nov. 2oth, 1802. 

My dear Loch, — I retreat from the tiresome 
bustle of the outd. house — the strepitus fori — 
the puns of Harry Erskine — the noise of 
Cryers and the dulness of Judges — to enjoy 
a little conversation with you. I thank you 
again and again for yours, which was, as 
usual, friendly and open — such, indeed, as 
my very unreserved epistles to you deserve 
in return. 

First, as to my work. I am to go to press 
the day after to-morrow with 3/4 of a volume. 
The rest will be ready by the time that is 
printed — and I am happy to find a great 
demand likely to arise even from Scotland. 

VOL. II. A 



2 HENRY BROUGHAM 

My Edin. Booksellers tell me they are 
receiving many orders from their country 
correspds. already. Tell me if you think it 
will [be] all well in your great town. Next, 
may I trouble you to send the inclosed to 
Sir Jos. Banks, Soho Square. It is my 
certificate for election as F.R.S. Lastly, pray 
attend to the information which I requested 
about the Portugese trade and settlements — 
the Brazil exclusive Coys, and the following 
points — I would like to have from the D. of 
York's office the list of recruits which have 
been raised to ye regular army during the late 
war — or if no lists are to be had, the general 
average of London, Norwich, and any agri- 
cultural districts. 

Secondly, I would know, in general, the 
proportion of single traders to Co-partneries 
in the different branches of trade. The wine 
trade, the Baltic trade, and the West India 
trade. I suppose you may receive a rough 
guess of this from any City Merchant. 

To any other person in the world I would 
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think an Apology necessary for ye constant 
and dull bore I give you, but to you I don't 
think such woud [be] at all requisite. 

Now for the more interesting part of your 
letter. 

I regret, altho' I rather envy and admire, 
the quiet frame of mind in which you are. 
Your ambition (I allow a very silly, but a 
very delightful passion) will certainly awaken 
you, so I need scarcely try prematurely to 
rouse you. But if you are to spend some 
years in the delightful state of peace and 
seclusion which you hint at, pray where can 
such pleasures be obtained in greater perfec- 
tion than in travelling over the interesting 
countries I mentioned in my last ? Or would 
your quiet state of enjoyment be less profit- 
able and pleasing because a variety was 
communicated to it and a great mental im- 
provement mingled with it."" Or would its 
pleasures be lessened by being divided with 
a person equally fond of the same tenor of 
life — for a time at least — and who, whatever 
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faults or failings he may have, is most sincerely- 
attached to you ? 

I think that all yse questions must be 
answered in the negative. 

I think, too, that tho' tired of ye bustle of 
London, and careless for the present about 
the bustling fame of Bars and Senates, we 
may both of us find some satisfaction in 
literary and political inquiries carried on by 
observation. We may render ourselves re- 
spectable by some joint production and shew 
yt we do not ramble in vain. Therefore I 
still Cherish the prospects which I before 
fondly indulged, and am more delighted yn I 
can describe to find yt you do not repulse me 
either with coldness or obstinacy. 

As to my own interest, I much fear that my 
present work will serve little good purpose in 
ye way of promotion — not, at any rate, so 
much as the improvement of travelling and 
political and lingual improvement. Above 
all, the thousand opportunities of makino- 
acquaintances and obtaining interest with the 
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great men from your own country whom you 
meet with in foreign circles, either as travellers 
or public functionaries. 

Such are the prospects which I pair off with 
yours. I scarcely augur much from a resi- 
dence in London, but enormous expence — for 
however short a time, and being buried in ye 
Ground — unless I use dirty tools to dig my- 
self up. 

My hopes of ultimately turning myself to 
some use and making something of myself, 
are not extinguished, but they are not im- 
mediate and will easily keep. For the 
pleasures of a mutual ramble and joint im- 
provement with you, I would delay all other 
prospects for years. 

Your guesses as to ye Review are in general 
accurate, 

I wonder you did not discover Herren- 
schwand to be Geoff ^s and Stevens to be mine. 
Tell me what you think of ye latter; it was 
scrolled away at two sittings, while the press 
went on. 
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Apropos of Stevens — can one learn ye means 
of procuring information on ye new Island 
(Trinidada) from him ? by correspondence or 
otherwise ? 

Do, my Dr. Loch, give me another long 
letter very soon ; it relieves my daily and 
nightly toil very delightfully. — Ever most 
affectionately your faithful friend, 

Henry Brougham, Jnr. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
No. 23 Old Buildings, 
Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 
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Edinr., Dec. i6, 1802. 

My dear Loch, — I am very much annoyed 
at never hearing from you. Don't mind the 
queries I sent, but if you have got them 
answered — well ; if not, give me a letter in 
the meantime. It tantalises me much to see 
long epistles to Horner, etc., and never to 
receive a line from you — so that when any 
one asks after you I am obliged to say — I 
don't know. 

I enclose seven sheets for your perusal and 
remarks. It is only introductory matter and 
can give you no idea of the book. Call on 
Longman, or give him a line saying that we 
have got through three-fifths of our first 
volume. Pray keep the sheets carefully, and 
I '11 send the rest as they are printed, by 
opportunities. When they make a volume 
please send it to Sir Jos. Banks, to whom I 
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mean to write about it. He takes a most 
fatherly charge of me and has been using all 
his efforts in my behalf for two years. It will 
give him an opportunity of shewing (before 
publication) a specimen of the person he recom- 
mends. What hear you about places, coalitions, 
and foreign appointments or vacancies ? 

On looking at your last, I see you recom- 
mend my being on the spot at publication 
of the Book, but, in fact, my expectations 
from it are very low ; it will sell, I daresay, 
and I shall fulfill my end in writing it by 
getting a little good money to pay off some 
scores (for, entre nous, of the ;^7oo which 
my foreign expedition cost me, only ;^6oo are 
paid, and the two years after my return cost 
me above three). But as for any chance of 
preferment — why, Adam Smith was only made 
Comissioner of the Customs, and my utmost 
chance is a gauger or doorkeeper to the board 
— in the proportion of merits. Indeed, there 
is a very prevalent idea (not always false) that 
authors can't act or speak. If my work ever 
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attracts any notice, every one would take the 
odds that I never had been out of my closet 
and could fill no active post whatever, so that, 
I suspect, I might rather lose than gain by it 
in this point of view. 

Lastly, tho' not least, extreme as my desire 
to see you is — more than to see the critics 
or even readers of my Book — the expence of 
London is also extreme. I have no uncles 
to live with (that I would like to be with, at 
least). Stuart is at Vienna, and Coffee-houses, 
Lodgings, etc., are d — d dear, besides other 
things. So that I fear my earnest wishes must 
for the present be ungratified. 

But I own I cannot yet give up hopes of 
gratifying my favorite inclination in another 
way. 

You absolutely must, My Dear James, think 
of my former letters, wherein I sketched the 
peregrination plan. I would chearfully stretch 
a point to meet you in London or any other 
place from whence we might set out together, 
and I would rather spend a year this way 
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than be a Secy, of Legation to Paget or 
Listen. 

I have never yet received the Spanish work 
of Ageredo, and suspect you may learn some- 
thing of it from the Mail Coach office. The 
people here say they wrote to Newcastle and 
it never was brot thither. I am sadly in 
want of some such book. — Ever yours most 
affectionately, Henry Brougham, Junr. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
Lincoln's Inn. 
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No date. 
My Dear, — I send you a most beautiful and 
elegant paper — a brilliant and shining per- 
formance — executed in a truly splendid and 
masterly style. All this you must allow the 
moment you have looked at the paper and 
type, without reading a word of it. It is there- 
fore, also, a wonderful production. 

H. B. 

Tell Clephane (with my compts.) that I 
would have sent him a copy if he had written 
me a letter. 

To James Loch, Esquire. 
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Saturday. 

My dear Loch, — A thousand thanks for 
your long, excellent, useful, and I need not 
add more friendly letter, received this day. 
Receive per private hand (a Brother of Lord 
Annandale's, who is to see this delivered) 
Proofs incld. p. 320. More shall be sent, 
Quam Primum. Your corrections I almost 
entirely agree in. You are quite right as to 
the begining being wrote in a hurry. It was 
scrolled off to put at the begining of the book 
just when going to press. This applies to the 
first two sheets. But all, down to the foot of 
p. 104, was done in almost as great haste after 
all the book had been composed. The rest is 
elaborate, particularly Sect. 11. 

My opinion of the beauties is somewhat 
different from yours. You are rather more 
goodnatured to the thing than I am disposed 
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to be. The best passages in point of style, 
that you have read are, I think, p. 32, 72, 
and ']2)- 

Pray continue your remarks fully, and the 
contents are inestimably useful, do continue 

those also. — Ever yours till death and D n 

H. B., junr, 
J. Loch, Esq. 
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[No date."] 

My dear James, — I send some more sheets 
— Write me soon — They come per Mr. Wm. 
Wallace, the greatest mathematician, etc., of 
modern times, friend of Playfair, Robison, 
etc. etc., now going to get appointed at the 
R. Military Acady. at Great Marlow. 

Perhaps your Uncle from being at the 
Duke of York's might be able to know some 
of the great men at said Academy, so as to 
give him an introduction. In doing which he 
would oblige both myself and all the Mathe- 
matical World. 

I don't mean for interest, because there 
is to be a comparative trial, but merely to 
make him acquainted with the men per- 
sonally. 

I hope to God you are taking care of your- 
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self. In your next tell me how the appeals 
are hurried or delayed, at present. 

H. Brougham, junr. 

James Loch, Esq., 

No. 23 Old Buildings, 
Lincoln's Inn. 

hand by 
Mr. Wallace. 
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' Duke of Montrose,' 
2^ July i8o[? 2] 

My dear James, — I hope a few days after 
you receive this to be as happy as possible in 
seeing you all well after so long an absence, 
but I will be very anxious till I hear from 
some of you. Will you write to me at the 
Downs ? if my mother is not in London where 
I expect this will find you. 

I send this by a stranger ship, I do not know 
what she is, as we have not spoke her yet, but 
she sails much better than we do, so she may 
get to England before us. I left all our friends 
well in India. I will finish, as this may never 
reach you, but believe me. My Dear James, 
yours most affectionately, 

John Loch. 

Long. 36° W., Lat. 36° N. 
I have written to my mother. 
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Edinr., Jany. 28, 1803. 

My dear Loch, — I was made sincerely 
happy by yours, as it relieved me from 
some anxiety occasioned by reports of your 
having had a violent attack of your old 
enemy the Bile. I rejoice that you have got 
him to bring all his forces on at once and 
routed him in a pitched battle — on your left 
wing or your right, I forget which side the 
liver is. You are now deo plenus — full of 
mercury — and enjoy much of the pleasure of a 

p without any of the symptoms. I cannot 

sympathise with you, having happily escaped 
that accompaniment of Venery as yet, with 

the exception of some few c s. 

I have no doubt from all I hear said by 
medical men and patients that you have no 
danger of a second attack — rub in plentifully 
now, it may drive it off for ever. 



32 HENRY BROUGHAM 

Excuse me for now coming to my own 
subject. My first tome was nearly ready when 

that d — d, blasted, b g, brutal Review 

stopped it for a whole calendar month. 

' Think of that, Master Shallow — think of 
that!' 

I had to contribute (Oh ! Nefas) a hundred 
pages of print, tho' I am not one of the 
editors — they gave their tens and twenties, 
and I had literally to write, I may say, the 
whole. And then, to crown all, a supply 
came from an unexpected quarter and I had 
only 70 pages printed. 

My chief articles are : all the Mathematics 
(except one), all the Chemistry or Physics, and 
a long one on the Balance of Power — 37 
pages. 

I have had separate copies thrown off and 
send you one per first opportunity. Pray get 
M'Intosh's opinion of it; he has studied the 
subject much and is a good head enough. 

I mean to have my second vol. begun in- 
stantly, and the first finished as soon as I get 
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the Spanish Book and the information about 
Trinidad, for which purpose I inclose a letter 
to Stevens — asking it in form — as an author, 
and intreat you to address and send it per 
very first opportunity. My whole will be 
finished in one month or six weeks at farthest, 
and then I give up writing for a certain space 
and think of acting. 

I have often told you that my expectations 
are far from sanguine of my Book. Don't 
think this any modesty ; on the contrary, I am 
thoroughly convinced of its merits, and firmly 
believe it will live. But then I want to live in 
the mean time, and I fear I shall receive no 
help from it. I have therefore resolved to 
appear in town soon after the commencement 
of the Spring vacation, being engaged in two 
appeals, one of which at least will, I trust, 
come on. 

Perhaps when it is known that I mean to 
come up, some charitably disposed Solicitors, 
etc., may employ me on another. At any rate, 
it is worth while being in the way. If I 

VOL. II. c 
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succeed — well ; if not, I must just stick to my 
old plan of going abroad and trying my for- 
tune ; perhaps something may fall out to 
befriend me, or I may get some East or West 
Indian trifle, etc. etc. 

Such is my fixed determination, which, as 
usual, I have detailed to you in perfect open- 
ness. I own I am not very sanguine, and, 
therefore, shall not be very much disappointed. 
I shall bear all, even to the temporary damna- 
tion of my Book — for I repeat it, more than 
temporary it cannot be — with perfect resigna- 
tion. I can live on little and travel on less, 
and amuse myself for next to nothing. The 
worst will only be a return to Edinr. to vent 
my Spleen on all manner of Books and make 
love to Mrs. Gascoigne (the adorable Russian), 
or setting out for Germany with a clean shirt 
and a dollar, to trundle away care in a spring- 
less post-waggon, and fly from it at night into 
the thick coverts of tobacco smoke. I know 
I shall rise near the top in the end, but as 
for the meantime I shall be contented if I 
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do not sink to the muddy Bottom of Scots 
L.aw. 

Excuse all this egotism, vanity, and (to call 
it by its right name) cursed pride. Punish it 
by a letter full of ditto per return, and believe 
me, My Dear James, your most afft. friend, 

H. Brougham, Jun. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
at Wm. Adam's, Esq., 
Richmond Park, 
Kingstone, 
Surrey.. 
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Edinr., ij^th Febr. 1803. 

My dear Loch, — I was extremely sorry to 
hear the other day that you had been ill, of 
which neither you nor your mother in a letter 
I had lately from her mentioned a syllable. I 
fear you have got into the custom of sitting 
too much, which will never do for your com- 
plaints. I think you might contrive to beg, 
borrow, or steal some animal with four good 
legs, and take a scamper now and then which 
would, I am persuaded, be of more service to 
you than all the Medicine in the Apothecaries' 
Shop. Health certainly ought to be the first 
object, and as my Lord Coke finely observes, 
and which is not the worse for being true — 
that if a man dies before he is called to the 
bar, he will never arrive at the Woolsack. So 
much for my knowledge of English Law. 

I am grown most inconceivably lazy, the 
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reason of which I cannot comprehend, as my 
Corpus stands much as it did, I believe it is 
something in the nature of the profession. 
You cannot conceive what an infernal loss of 
time it is walking the boards of our West- 
minster Hall. It keeps you the whole fore- 
noon — for you always ought to be there till 1 2, 
and Hume meeting at one, it is needless for 
me to go home for that hour, the most of 
which would be taken up on the road. After 
two again, Leith is generally the word, so that 
there goes the forenoon. 

Ever since Brougham was at Orkney, he 
seems perfectly mad about ships, and would 
hang on for hours looking at a nasty King- 
horn boat, or having his organs of smell 
regaled with the unloading of a herring boat. 

Talking of Law, the Sherifif of Fife is rather 
on the decline, which is bad, and what is worse, 
his disease is Water in the Chest, which 
seldom keeps a man long in suspense — and 
your humble servant not eligible these two 
years. I believe it is all one whether there 
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be a vacancy now or twenty years hence, at 
least as to me. However, I may venture to 
reckon on your interest when Lord Chancellor. 

Pray what is our Senator about? I am 
astonished after the speech he made at Kin- 
ross, that he should be so long silent. Of this 
speech I will give you my brother Robert's 
account. 

When we were at table there came a deputa- 
tion from the weavers about Milnathort, etc., 
who wished to congratulate him on the elec- 
tion. Wm. did not choose to go but sent 
Robert, who may be a good sailor but is no 
great orator. He came back and informed us 
that he had made a speech, and upon being 
asked what he said — ' Oh, the same damned 
nonsense you spoke in the town House ! ' I 
see the Dunfermline election is fixed, and I 
suppose they will be busy at it now. Mr. 
Adam of course attends for Sir John. You 
will probably have seen McConochie, who is 
called as evidence by Sir John. Mac. left 
this with the laugh of the whole bar attending 
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him. It was very inconvenient for him, cer- 
tainly at present, which is the busiest time of 
the year, and he wrote to Sir John requesting 
that he would dispense with his attendance, 
and stating all his losses which would accrue 
from his absence at the bar. If you have seen 
Sir John you will have also most probably 
seen the letter. Mr. Syme once talked of 
having it printed, which would have been too 
bad ; however, that has not stopped the circula- 
tion of it. I hope there will be an action of 
damages in the Case, which I hope will afford 
some little amusement, the Court being very 
dull at present. You are now, I understand, 
turned compiler or maker of Indexes. Pray 
what do you think of that book ? You must 
have read the two Nos. of the Review. They 
have a great character here, tho' the first one 
is thought, and I think justly, the best. They 
are both very excellent, and as they are on an 
entire new plan, will do very well if they con- 
tinue with the same spirit. They have even 
had a letter of commendation from Dr. Parr, 
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which was communicated by Mr. Dalzel : — 
' (Very slow.) Here is a letter of commenda- 
tion from Dr. Parr (hem), tho' you did abuse 
his wig. (Hem, hem).' Is it not rather odd 
that the Jury have recommended Despard to 
mercy ? There must certainly have been some 
difference among the Jury, in which case a 
recommendation is generally tacked to the 
verdict. The other people will escape, of 
course. It is but a bad reason the Jury give 
for the recommendation, as Mr. Despard was 
thought to have been but a Blackguard. 

James Graham and his wife are now in town 
— this being his birthday, which, by the bye, is 
rather odd for a child of his nature to keep 
as holiday. I am going to dine with him. 
I hardly think we can drink to the memory of 
his mother ; however, as I understand that he 
has some of old Geo.'s Madeira, we shan't 
need an excuse for having a glass round. I 
think he would be rather astonished if I was 
to cry that in the old boy's voice. Gordon 
has at last gone to join his Regt., the 67th, 
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which is in Ireland. I never knew a man so 
very anxious to get his red Coat on as John 
is, and much he tried to persuade me that I 
never would make anything at the bar, and 
that I had better leave it in time. After all, I 
think I shall just remain as I am. 

Wednesday. 

Well, I have seen James Graham's Wife, 
and I am rather inclined to think better of 
her, tho' she is by no means a bribe to give 
up an estate for. They have taken Carron 
Hall where they mean to reside during the 
summer. 

Tom Miller is busy here, that is to say, 
walking the boards. He made his debut in a 
hearing in presence, and acquitted himself 
very respectably, as they say on the stage. 
The case was a very bad one, and was in 
consequence lost, but that is nothing. You 
will see James Brougham in London about the 
beginning of next month, as he intends going 
up with Horner and Murray. Horner must, 
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however, stay for the trial of the Serjeants in 
the Aberdeen business, as he is opening — 
which part he performed last time very well 
indeed. I think it very hard that they should 
be tried again, but the Aberdeen people are 
very keen for it, not so much to get them 
condemned, as to get Hope into a scrape. 
Write me if it should be only a single line to 
tell me how you are, and what are the motions 
of John and William. — Kind respects to all 
friends. Yours ever, 

Andrew Clephane. 
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Edinburgh, i^th March 1803. 
I WAS very sorry, my dear Loch, to see by 
your last that you have [been] so very ill. I 
should sincerely hope that the worst is now past, 
and that you have nothing now to do but to 
pick up your ancient quantity of flesh, which 
never being to a great extent, will be more 
easily regained. You ask me to write about 
Balls, Concerts, Plays or anything. You 
know I used very little to frequent public 
places, and this year I have been there less 
frequently than before. However, I am glad 
to think that they can go on without my 
assistance, for they certainly do racket in this 
town most tremendously. It is, I believe, for 
its size the most dissipated place existing, and 
seems every year to grow more so ; this may 
indeed be owing to the encreasing influx of 
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50 ANDREW CLEPHANE 

strangers. This year has been unexampled 
for the demand of houses and lodgings, so 
much so that the Duke of Athole and Lord 
Bredalbane were obliged to stay for two days 
in the Black Bull Inn, as they could not get 
any other place. From the immense number 
of New Buildings one would think that some 
part of the city would be thinned of its in- 
habitants, but this does not seem to be the 
case. The new city you talk of extends to 
the north of Queen Street, and is to be com- 
posed of three rows exactly as if you were to 
take the north side of Geo. Street, Hill Street, 
and Queen Street. The consequence of which 
is that it spoils Queen Street as a Terrace 
entirely, and they never can get a street half 
so handsome, as the lowest of the three rows 
will be down in the Mill Dams, and will 
hardly have any view at all excepting the Mill 
wheels and the rats swimming up and down. 
The Houses in the grounds of Bellevue are 
also going on, tho' very slowly. I have not 
been able to get you a plan, but Brougham 
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will be able to describe them to you. We 
have now finished the Session, which is a great 
comfort, and I shall now have a couple of 
months in quiet, without being obliged to walk 
the boards, which is very fatiguing and dis- 
agreeable and is such an infernal waste of 
time. The room of meeting is certainly to 
be altered, but the precise time is not yet 
fixed. The Court of Exchequer is to be 
removed, and this room thrown into the Inner 
House, which will make it much higher and 
more commodious. The Bench is also to be 
altered, and the Back of the prest. is to be 
opposite the fire, and part of the vacant space 
by Sir Wm. Forbes' Bunk is to be taken in, 
which will make the room larger. I cannot 
much commend the taste of our Scotch archi- 
tects of the present day. There is a very 
beautiful ceiling in the Exchequer Chamber, 
such as is in the outer house, and such as I 
am told is [in] the english Courts. This 
the designer (I do not know his name) in- 
tended to demolish and make a common plain 
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roof. But the faculty are extremely indignant 
at the proposal and mean to oppose it most 
vehemently. The Library is also to have 
another room entering thro' the examination 
room, the place where the old goldsmiths' hall 
was and which was burnt down, and which lies 
on the west side of the square. With all these 
Improvements we shall at least have a good 
appearance, ' lie there what hidden faults there 
may.' In truth they are getting worse and 
worse every day. They now speak on every 
the most trifling case, and the consequence is 
that business is much farer behind than it has 
ever been before. We do really want an 
improvement, but it is rather difficult to say 
what that should be. So difficult it is and so 
many persons are there to please in the new 
arrangement, that I suspect we shall just remain 
as we were, and if we turn no worse, we may 
contentedly give up the hopes of being any 
better. 

You will probably see Henry Brougham 
soon, at least he talks of going to London. 
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He, poor fellow, has been very ill of late, and 
whether it is that dissipation brings on disease, 
or, which I rather think, that the disease takes 
that turn, he has been very unsettled. In 
one of his fits he wrote to Ld. Haw[ke]sbury, 
wishing an appointment on the dyplomatic 
line, but met with very bad success. However, 
he seems not to have abandoned the object, 
and I suspect that it is something relative to 
that now takes him to London. Gordon has 
at last joined his Regt. at Dundalk, where he 
says he is quite happy and employs all his 
time in study. This you know was always 
Gordon's favorite reason for going into the 
Army, the practicability of which at least in 
his case we always doubted. However, we 
shall see. Russell has passed W.S., on which 
he gave us a dinner at Boyle's in great stile. 
The women are as great Idiots as before. Do 
you know, I do not think James Graham's 
wife so very bad. She seems very good 
humoured and talks a great deal, which is 
indeed necessary to make up for the Silence 
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of the husband, who is certainly very sparing 
in his words, 

I see the worthy member for Kinross has 
been paying his adorations to the rising sun 
by voting on his question. I suspect he is 
studying for the good of constituents, as I 
have wrote him several times on business and 
never have had the honor of an answer. But it 
is thus that great men forget their friends who 
helped them to their elevation. I can assure 
you the Quantity of Claret I swallowed at his 
election was enough to make any man a 
Member of Parliament. By the Bye, I do 
begin to be ashamed of myself, the quantity 
of liquour, of all sort (excepting the wine of 
our first parents), which has run thro' my 
cask this winter is very great. But as I 
reckon no man to be Drunk who can lie on the 
floor without holding the carpet, I shall esteem 
myself a sober man. Now that Brougham 
is gone I hope I shall mend. I enraged 
Mrs. Russell the other night by insisting on 
drinking out her Bottles, and absolutely sat till 
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I emptied three of them, when I grew ashamed 
to sit any longer. Never mind it ; damn the 

expense ! ! ! Conceive our General refusing 

the station of Ceylon as Comdr. in Chief. 
What does he expect ? To be made peer of the 
Blood, I suppose. I saw Mr. Sa[n]dilands this 
day, who was swearing at you for not letting 
him know how you are ; so much for you. I 
must refer you for all the Chat of the town 
to Burgh — who will give it you by wholesale. 
Kind wishes and respects to all. — Yours ever 
sincerely, Andrew Clephane. 
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Edinr., 16 March 1803, 

My dear Loch, — It is long since I heard 
from you, and I begin to fear you have not 
received my last with more sheets, also another 
parcel of sheets sent per Mr. Honeyman. 

This hurried scroll goes ^^^x James, Solicitor 
at Law. Pray write immediately and let me 
know your state of health. I have been ill, 
but am better. Pray continue your kind com- 
mentaries on my Book, and believe me ever 
yours most affy., H. B., junr. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
Lincoln's Inn. 
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Glasgow, Wednesday 
{14th May 1803 postmark). 

My dear James, — I have been here some 
days to attend the Circuit and relax my weary 
frame by a little variety after my hard fagging. 
Now, the principal reason of this letter is to 
desire you to write me immediately to let me 
know how that damned side of yours is, and 
how your body is after the mercury, and 
whether you are still on the Doctor's list or 
reported fit for service. 

Remember me to William, who, I suppose, 
is now a great Lawyer, and my most particular 

and b g comp'ts of John, whom I long to 

see after his long voyage, especially if he has 
been to China, as that would have improved 
him much. I beg that you would send me by 
the same letter, a notice of the number of pages 
of each vol, of my damned book, which you 
have received at different times, that I may 
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send the rest to you immediately. Not for 
the purpose of being kept by you, because, as 
I before told you, I have not a single copy to 
give away, and because I insist you buy it 
yourself, since you can afford it, but in order 
that you may send it to Sir Joseph Banks, 
whom it is necessary to gild. 

Poor Kinnaird I look upon as a ruined man. 
What a damn'd idiot to fuggle with those little 
speeches when he could have done a little 
book. He did not err blindfold. I myself 
wrote him a caustic Phillipic at the beginning 
of the Session, but I see it has had no effect, 
except to excite due contempt for the author 
of it, and make him cut my correspondence, a 
favour for which I cannot help feeling grateful. 

Good night. This is all at present from 
your faithful and afifec't friend, 

H. B., junr. 

(I am in Ed'br to-morrow.) 
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'&DINK., June 19/1803. 

My dear Loch, — I daresay you think me 
very lazy when you consider how long it is 
since I received your last letter. James had 
written to me and explained what he did about 
sending the sheets, etc., and in fact my book 

fagged me so much that I was d d glad 

never to see paper, pen, and ink for some 
weeks, so that letter writing — even to you — 
became a burden. I am now about to fag for 
ten or 12 days in order to write my share 
of E. Review No. iv. You ask what I did in 
No. III. The short articles on Optics and 
Chemistry from Phil, trans., Guineas an in- 
cumbrance, Ritson on Animal Food, Stewart's 
Life of Robertson, and a bit oi Poggio Braccio- 
lini, viz. the cutting part. 

My book has been selling vastly well here, 
especially in the West country. I rejoice to 
find that merchants, Americans and West 
Indians, and travellers praise the accuracy of 
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my facts. My constant opinion of the success 
of the book, I am sure, will be realised. It will 
be slowly read and be a long while neglected, 
but in the end, I think the matter it contains 
will keep it up, I find here nobody has the 
spirit to give any general opinion at all, for 
fear they may discover ignorance of Pol. 
Economy. Those who talk upon it are lavish 
in their praises of subordinate parts, and of the 
historical branch. Jeffrey, I am glad to find, is 
a convert to my general doctrine, and he is the 
only man I have taken the trouble to converse 
with about it — being in a state of unaccount- 
able indifference and absurd confidence which 
I never expected would seize hold of me. 
Dug. Stewart has only, to my knowledge, 
ventured one question (in his own peculiar 
style) ' Pray, Mr. Smith (Sydney), what are 
the public saying of Mr. B.'s work? ' 

I am pretty secure of his voice, if I may 
judge by his very strong and marked opinion 
upon the Review of Politique, etc., in No. ii. 
But I must again remind you that I know very 
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little of what is said behind my back, as you 
may easily imagine, so that ten to one I am 
pulled to pieces in a much greater degree than 
I have any conception of. The reviews will 
all murder me on acct. of the E. Rev., and it 
is unlucky enough that my connection with the 
latter prevents all possibility of justice being 
done me there. I had a very civil sort of a 
letter from Fox, who promises candidly to 
examine my opinions, but says, if I differ from 
him on the Slave Trade — he is incorigible 
there. I believe my book contains a full 
statement of the peculiar opinion which he has 
always maintained, so that my dissent from his 
principles is confined to other grounds. On 
the whole, I have done less than I perhaps 
ought, to push this same work — I have given 
no preface, of course no dedication, and a very 
unintelligible introduction, at least, one which 
a reader who has not looked at the table of 
contents will not soon comprehend My 
sections are perhaps too long for the Vulgus — 
the first two of the first book are stiff reading. 
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I have omitted the fracas usually made by 
authors of sending about dozens of copies to 
bespeak the favour of the learned, with many 
other omissions, which I still approve of, as I 
do of the above, altho' my booksellers, I sup- 
pose, differ from me : all this, added to the size 
and subject, with the War and taxes, will re- 
tard my success and strengthen a part, at least, 
of my opinion before mentioned with respect 
to its sale. 

I beg you to send me immediately your 
remarks if you have made any upon it, as I 
suppose you may have now seen it all. I need 
not tell you how readily I shall avail myself of 
them in my next edit. ' S'il y en aura,' and 
at any rate give me a letter quickly. Excuse 
the long answer I have given to your short 
question about the review and the book, and 
believe me, — Ever your affec. friend, 

H. B. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
No. 23 Old Buildings, 

Lincoln's Inn, London. 
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Edinbr., Monday, July 1803. 
My dear Loch, — I cannot contain my joy 
within any bounds at hearing that you are to 
be down. It will be the most delightful thing 
to meet you, tho' it were only for half an hour. 
By God! I would give anything I am possessed 
of to have you here just now. You cannot 
imagine how happy I am at the prospect. Only, 
for godsake, do stay a little longer here than 
your uncle. He just passes thro' sometimes 
without staying five seconds, and that would 
actually make me cut my throat. Excuse the 
haste of this effusion, and believe me, your 
most affec't and faithful friend, 

H. Brougham, Jun. 
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Edinburgh, Aug. 24, 1803. 

My dear Loch,— I don't think I ever was half 
so much annoyed in my life as by your running 
off so suddenly last Friday. My annoyance 
was in proportion to the excessive delight I 
felt at seeing you after a much longer absence 
than ever before separated us. I would at 
this moment give anything I ever was pos- 
sessed of to be with you again, and I do 
earnestly expect you, if you possibly can, to 
return by Edinbr., tho' you would only stay a 
single day ; for the mean time, I wish to God 
you would think seriously of the excellence of 
travelling and try to make up your mind for a 
tour. I think we could travel together with 
more mutual satisfaction than other people 
would find it easy to imagine. 

Let us ramble away together and there is 
no fear of our travels proving both delightful 
and instructive. 
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Now, as to the scheme of going to London 
and there living five years. I confess your 
being there is of all things in the world the 
strongest temptation and it will probably in 
the end prevail. Mr. B. takes it into his head 
to say I must not go. 

Pray write me in your answer a full account 
of the expence of chambers and what you con- 
ceive to be the reasonable and ordinary ex- 
pence of living in the station of a law student. 

Also I wish to know what sort of resources 
a man may have in the way of amusement — 
what sort of a society there is — and, in short, 
how you yourself have done, and whether you 
live much in town or are always going to 
Richmond Park, and how you spend your 
time. And now, having asked you so many 
questions, I must give a little advice. For 
God's sake, my dear James, do not let yourself 
sink into any kind of indolence or habits of 
recluseness. Nothing is so captivating, I ac- 
knowledge, but nothing is so fatal to all the 
prospects which you ought to form. I insist 
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upon your rousing yourself and being as active 
as if you were destitute of the means of sub- 
sistence and devoid of modesty, etc. At any 
rate, if you are to sink into a quiet state, wait 
until you have traversed some more degrees of 
the equator. And this leads me again to exhort 
you to think of travelling seriously and as if for 
the last time, no period can be more favourable 
and you wont do it at all if you neglect it 
now. 

Let me hear from you as soon as you 
possibly can write and answer all my questions 
and demands. Is there anything I can do for 
you here ? Above all, return by Edin., I have 
a 1,000 things to say to you which can't be 
written. — Believe me, my dear Jas., your most 
affectionate friend, 

Henry Brougham, junr. 

The Major, whom I saw for two minutes on 
Monday, is doing as well as possible. 
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Edinburgh, Oct. 25, 1803. 

My dear Loch, — I am quite ashamed of 
my negligence when I look both at your last 
letter and the one before. Laziness, however, 
has been less the cause of my not writing 
than a wish to have something final to tell 
about my plans. This, I still want. 

Mr. B. is the damndest lazy man to deal 
with in the way of business that you can 
possibly imagine, and goes generally upon 
the wise maxim that everything may be as 
well done to-morrow as to-day. The very 
reverse is always my principle, so that matters 
are often at a dead stop between us. A little 
mutual accommodation may possibly make 
them more in the diagonal — at one point or 
another of which, I can tell him, London must 
be found. I hope to God the next time I 
write to you I shall have something definite 
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to communicate — at any rate I shall later — 
and meant to have done so three months ago, 
but thought, upon further reflection, that it 
would be needless (if not impossible) to do it 
before term time. 

In the meantime I wish to know how you 
spend your time — what sort of society you 
live in, and how much of it must be of the 
cloth — what relaxations, for example, has a 
man among you, except dissipation and publick 
places ? — with various items which you may 
easily suggest to yourself Among other 
things, I should like to know whether you 
yourself stay much in town, or only when 
decency requires your attendance at courts 
and ordinaries — I need not add that your 
individual society would be a great deal more 
than half my recreation. 

Fred Adam has been suddenly ordered to 
Ayr — a great disappointment to him, as he 
had made up his mind to staying and study- 
ing here all winter. He is a very capital 
little fellow, and in my opinion, extremely 
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well off in abilities. I don't doubt of seeing 
him one day a first rate Captain. Charles is 
also a fine fellow : I saw him several times 
and was aboard his vessel. Your uncle 
deserves a patent for the peculiar art he has 
in making fine children — wherever they go 
they are the envy of all the world. He excels 
also in the manufacture of the raw material. 
I question if any body ever got on his family 
more admirably. 

Frank Loch is more improved than I thought 
it possible for a boy to be in four years. He 
is a most universal favourite, and makes con- 
quests of all sorts. I don't know when I have 
spent a pleasanter day than twice or thrice 
when we met together at ' Beefie's ' and on 
board the Chiffone. If you had been there 
it would have been compleat. You would 
regret the death of our excellent old friend 
Will Keith ; he is most universally bewailed. 
Nothing in that way could be more sudden. 
He went off a great deal more quickly and 
easily, I am told, than it would have been 
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possible to send him by pistol, etc. In short, 
it seems to have been a very rare instance of 
sudden death, tho' he had been ill some weeks 
before and recovered. Your mother will, I 
am sure, be much affected. 

In this season of volunteering I must 
positively insist that y-ou don't exert more 
than your health will permit with perfect 
safety. If I thought you were in the same 
situation with others, as to health, I would 
be the last man in the world to give advice. 
But as it is — I really hope you will attend 
to my injunctions. 

The fifth no. of the Review is published 
to-day. My share is large — between sixty and 
seventy pages — viz. Black, Baudry, Barclay's 
Anatomical Nomenclature (i.e. the unana- 
tomical part of the article), and Wkeatley. 
But I would rather recommend to your 
attention Millar, Delille, and Miss Williams, 
of which you'll easily guess the maker's 
names. You would do me a particular favour 
if you'd make inquiry as to the place where 
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one may find information about the Rosetta 
stone. Some account must be published but 
I don't know where it is. You may also learn 
where any further information can be had, that 
has not been published. 

Your Uncle's kindness and yours towards 
James would require much expression of thanks 
if you were anybody else than yourself, which 
you are not. 

In the hopes of soon being with you, and 
still sooner hearing from you, I am, my dear 
Loch, your most affe. friend, 

Henry Brougham, junr. 

PS. — I forgot to tell you also to read the 
review of Harry, which is excellent stuff tho' 
in bad taste. 
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Edinr., Nov. 13, 1803. 

My DEAR Loch, — You must excuse the 
liberty I take in sending this frank to you — 
rather for the purpose of conveying the en- 
closed to Mrs. Stuart's than for writing to 
yourself. I suppose your best way is to put 
it in the Penny post office, unless you happen 
very soon to be passing Whitehall in your 
way to the other Hall. 

I received yours in due course, and thank 
you for it, as well as for being pleased at my 
coming up. Having fully made up my own 
mind upon the matter, the arrangements only 
rest with My father, and I suppose a week or 
two will determine him. 

In the meantime we shall probably be all 
killed ofif or intitled to promotion to Chelsea 
Hospital. I am eager for the miscreants set- 
ting sail — and (which is synonymous) being 
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blown to the Devil. But if on any account 
the invasion is abandoned, Europe may still 
be as insecure as ever. I am more sanguine 
than I ever expected to be in my hopes of the 
restoration of the Balance. 

Compts. of the kindest sort to William Adam 
and Horner. Tell the latter I received his 
two days ago — and that I glory in the present 
state of the Nation, which is such as almost 
entirely to place its salvation and that of 
Europe beyond all danger from the weakness 
of its governors. 

We shall certainly not die of the Doctor^- 
Neither he nor French can hurt us. — Ever 
your affe. friend, H. Brougham, Junr. 

To Jas. Loch, Eq., 

23 Old Buildings, 

Lincoln's Inn, 

London. 
J. Montgomery. 



NOTES 93 

HENRY BROUGHAM (91-92) 
Mrs. Stuart. 

My father. See appendix, Brougham, Henry, senior. 
William Adam. See appendix, Adam, William George. 
Horner. See appendix, Horner, Francis. 
H. Brougham, junr. (signature). See Appendix A. 



NOTES 93 



HENRY BROUGHAM (91-92) 

Mrs. Stuart. 

My father. 

William Adam. See appendix, Adam, W. G. 

Horner. See appendix, Horner, Francis. 

H. Brougham, Junr. (signature). See Appendix A. 



HENRY BROUGHAM 95 



Edinr., Dec. 12, 1803. 
My dear Loch, — I am quite ashamed at 
having been so long in your debt. In fact I 
have begun three or four times to write, and 
either been interrupted or felt inclined to delay 
until I should be able to fix a time for my 
'journey to London.' I think I can now say 
for certain the Xmas vacation, and I need not 
add how delighted I am to think on so near a 
prospect of renewing our croneyship upon a 
permanent footing. It will indeed require 
many douceurs to render an expectancy of five 
long years palatable, but such a douceur as 
the above is worth a host of ordinary ones. 

To be sure the study of English law is a 
sweet of a peculiarly high relish, but it is too 
exquisite not to pall a little upon one's appetite 
during so long a period of enjoyment. Upon 
the whole I look forward to my being buried. 
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or rather to the removal of my bones from 
one place of Sepulture to another, with a laud- 
able degree of resignation, more than with any 
very lively hope. 

Fred Adam has been here for a fortnight 
upon some court-martial business, to the great 
edification of all who know him. He is 
infinitely well liked, and the more knowing 
ones prognosticate a great deal in him. I 
think his talents are extremely good, and am 
delighted with his wish to improve himself in 
other matters, besides those belonging to his 
red coat. 

Charles was here about 24 hours, and is 
grown fatter than before. I expect every day 
to hear of his taking some new prize. Frank 
was not allowed to come ashore, I imagine. 

Lord Moira continues to give great satisfac- 
tion. A Dundasite was here five minutes 
ago, and said with great satisfaction, that the 
Opposition party had met with a rebuff from 
him in asking his influence upon some civil 
appointment, and that Lord M. has a very 
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high opinion of Charles Hope. I said that I 
neither believed the one story nor the other, 
and endeavoured to prove the absurdity of 
both from facts which you probably know 
already. I have seen Sheridan, junr., fre- 
quently, and think him a very agreeable, 
gentlemanlike, idle, ignorant, light-heeled, and 
lighter-headed young man. Kinnaird is here 
also at present, and has all S.'s above-men- 
tioned defects without one of his good qualities, 
in anything approaching to the degree in which 
S. possesses them. 

K. is to return to-morrow to his corps, 
which is proper ; he is of more use there than 
in Parlt., and cannot easily expose himself so 
much. 

Some people complain of K.'s mightiness. 
To me it appears rather that he has his head 
filled with many things which are useless, and 
the beginnings of too many things of a different 
description, so that he is always distrait and 
thus gives offence by mere forgetfulness. He 
means nothing less than to be mighty or 
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distant, but in avoiding this unpleasant ex- 
treme, he is very apt to labour his civility, 
which thence assumes the vastly more odious 
appearance of condescension, more especially 
when assisted by his thoughtless and confused 
habits. There is a great want of what we call 
•character' in him, and were it not for a 
certain quickness and flow of animal spirits, 
even his status could not save him from 
insignificance. 

As to public affairs I expect to see some- 
thing attempted in the Mediterranean, and 
really don't think it unlikely that Austria, 
Russia, and Prussia may take advantage of 
the present position of France and England 
to make a new partition. 

Bonaparte has made his situation ticklish, 
and in some sort dependent even upon those 
powers whom he has lately so notably duped 
or bullied. 

That they should interfere for England, 
until there is some chance of a conquest, is 
scarcely to be expected. Why should they? 
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If the English fleets are discomfited, the 
French will not be much better off, allowing 
what is inconceivable, that they should beat us. 
What better could the three powers desire, 
than a diminution of the maritime force of 
England, a reduction of the spirit of her 
government by long and an ultimate resist- 
ance on her part sufficient to curb the power 
or confound the present government of France. 
They will allow us to fight it out single-handed, 
and only Interfere (if they do bestir them- 
selves) upon continental points. 

As to the way in which our foreign affairs 
are managed, it is of a piece with the rest. 
Except Liston and Frere I don't recollect a 
man of even tolerable talents in any of our 
Embassies, and these are at Copenhagen and 
Madrid — two of the least important of all the 
foreign courts. We are, indeed, upon the 
whole, better off at home. Jenky seems now 
to be suspected of talents as he has long been 
convicted of industry, activity, and some infor- 
mation. Ld. Hobart is bad enough, to be 
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sure, but the Doctor is mild and ' sweeter than 
honey from the comb,' so that he is calculated 
to preserve unanimity, which is all that we 
now have to trust to in the civil department. 
They are likely to profit, too, by the hints 
which men of talents throw out, and which 
upon men of more obstinacy and a little more 
ability would be thrown away. 

Besides I am informed that the inferior 
members of administration are excellent men 
of business. If there were no such island as 
Ireland, among many other advantages this 
also would follow, that at the present crisis 
less would depend on the wisdom of our 
Statesmen than in very peaceful times. But 
Ireland is a quarter where innumerable diffi- 
culties demand a very different race of States- 
men from any that we have lately seen. The 
interest of the Irish questions is, in my mind, 
extreme. Pitt's character is perhaps on the 
point of an ecclaircissement from those topics, 
come when they may to a fair discussion, if 
he skulks in the country, even to defend his 
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coast with his volunteers, or refuses to trouble 
the King's conscience, or moves any of his 

d d previous questions. I fear it will be 

difficult to retain a confidence in anything 
beyond his talents ; and if he is really too 
alarmed with present circumstances to find 
out the only cure for the worst part of the 
evil, I fear we must question the loftier portion 
of those talents. 

Altogether this subject seems more interest- 
ing and fearful than difficult. I have read the 
debate — like Pitt's idea of foreign attack and 
permanent mixture of military habits in our 
population ; can't say much for Fox's notion 
of an armed peasantry, but consider his cut at 
Minister-volunteers as exquisite. Pray who 
poHshed and turned the Prince's two letters 
to the King? the rest I presume are all his 
own, the former, I humbly think, almost in- 
imitable. The correspondence between the 
two brothers recalls to one's mind the charge 
of fiction which has often been brot. agt. the 
eldest. I agree with you that the reviews of 
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me have been of no consequence either way, 
tho' the praise is certainly sufficient to satisfy 
a greedier man. Baldwins wish to read the 
book, and no other, the Brit. Crit. — not even 
the book. Constable has been obliged to 
send to Longman for a supply, all the Edinr. 
quota of the edition being disposed of. As to 
the Edinr. Review I agree with you. The 
sale is as follows: No. I. 2150, II. 2000, III. 
1900, IV. 1770, V. 862 (in Edinr. alone). 
This report was made above a month ago, 
and even then was, I am confident, under 
the truth, because there are always two or 
three hundred printed which Constable don't 
account for ; and since that time a new edition 
of all the first four has been begun. Of the 
Farmer s Magazine 4200 are sold : of these 
300 in Ireland and about 1000 in England, 
but I am to get you a more accurate state- 
ment. Meantime it is singular to remark the 
different circulation of it in the two parts of 
this island — not as to the numbers sold — but 
the description of the purchasers. In England 
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the gentlemen alone take it. In Scotland it 
is circulated among the farmers fully as much 
as the landlords. I am the more pleased wh. 
finding this to be the case that I had predicted 
to myself before I asked Constable if it was 
not so. 

I am sure I must have tired you with this 
long epistle. Put the enclosed to Stephen 
in the penny-post as well as that to James, 
and believe me, ever your most affete. and 
faithful friend, Henry Brougham, jun. 

To JAS. Loch, Esq., 
23 Old Buildings, 
Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 
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27 Dec. 1803. 
Your letter, my dear Loch, of this day has 
wounded my conscience very sorely — and the 
more so as I find you are in possession of a 
secret which I myself ought to have communi- 
cated. In fact, when I wrote Mrs. Loch and 
Brougham of my plans, it was altogether a 
fancy, and my ideas on the subject were in 
no way fixed. I have since thought more 
seriously of the business, the result of which 
has been that I have wrote to the Genl. ex- 
pressing my wish to join him in the West. 
What situation I may get there, I have left 
entirely to himself. The civil line, of course, 
I would prefer — Tho' the Military was always 
my favorite situation, and could I trace back 
a few years would be so still— yet I, standing 
as I do at present, am rather far advanced in 
life to begin the world with a pair of Colours. 
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The life and profession which I now follow is 
to me extreemly irksome, and when I seriously 
reflect on my own want of mental powers, and 
also, I may say, of mental exertion, I feel 
myself so little qualified for my present pro- 
fession that I must and am determined to 
change ; yet, believe me when I say that 
I do not, as many do, change the profession 
as laborious ; a busy profession is what of all 
others I most desire, and the more my time 
could be occupied and the more busy my mind 
could be, the greater preference would I give 
to any new pursuit. I can hardly, within the 
small limits of a letter, give you all my reasons 
for wishing a change, nor would it in the 
present stage of the business be at all satis- 
factory. When I hear from Willm. in answer 
to what I have wrote, you shall learn my 
whole plans, and indeed, should I steer for 
the West, you may see me very probably in 
London, when you shall have them in detail, 
and till when we shall let the subject rest. 
I see by yours that you are still working for 
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the good of the country. I have also been 
busy in the same way, and even notwithstand- 
ing what Mr. Wyndham says, we are in high 
order. That Volrs. cannot be brought to 
good discipline, is what I would at all events 
deny. For, that Volrs., if the Officers will 
take trouble, can arrive at precision and 
celerity in movements, is a truth which I 
have not the least doubt of. That they would 
be called on to engage in a pitched battle is 
unlikely, because such is hardly their proper 
sphere of Action ; but that we would fight 
is what I would not hesitate to say even if 
so engaged. It is not to be supposed that 
Men such as command the Volrs. can know 
anything of where a Batt. is to be placed with 
the greatest effect, But if any Officer who has 
been formerly in service should be appointed 
to command the Volrs., I do not think there 
are any troops who would do their duty better. 
There have been in these same Corps, some 
very worthy appointments. Such as our 
Brother Peter Walker to be Major in the 
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County Corps. Jeffrey's Idea on that was 
very good. He said to Murray (who is a 
Capt), 'Why damn it, Murray, if you have a 
Minor like your Major, what a pretty conclusion 
you '11 make.' 

I don't know how you make out our three 
vacancies on the Bench, The old bodies are 
as tough as whalebone, and tho' some of them 
are pretty well bent, yet they are far from 
likely to break. Old Anky is the only^one 
talked of as going, and that is by resignation, 
which last only needs confirmation. Charles 
Hay, the talked-of Successor, is getting better 
of his fall. He is at Raith, living soberly ; that 
is, he drinks only three glasses of wine, but he 
takes Care to have the largest Glass in the 
House. His life must be different from what 
it used to be. For a man who lives by the 
exercise of his brains, a thump on the head is 
no joke. 

Our noble Commander is in high favor here, 
the' at present he has little to do. His idea 
is with yours, that we shall not see the Bucks 
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this year, and there are many changes before 
another comes round. They, have at last 
taken some alarm for the defenceless situation 
of Northumberland, and two thousand troops 
march from this in a few days. The ist Bat. 
1 8th march this day, so that we are left with- 
out any regular regt. in Scotland except some 
of the reserve. 

Henry Brougham has at last determined on 
the English Bar and sets out in a week or two 
for the South. It is my own private opinion 
that he will never practice at any Bar what- 
ever. But the old Boy is become a new man, 
and walks about now very frequently. I 
sometimes meet him in the favorite walk to 
Leith, where he looks after Johny's Shop, I 
shall suppose, who you must know is about 
to commence Grocer. I have appointed him 
sole agent for the sale of my West India pro- 
duce, which will be a handsome sinecure. This 
setting up of Shop is a political measure for 
the whole family. Parcels of Tea, Sugar, etc., 
need paper to contain the same. The author's 
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Colonial seems rather to stick on hand. The 
Grocer buys up the whole first edition at a 
Cheap rate, and out comes the 2nd edn., when 
people begin to think that the Book is good 
to have gone thro' a 2nd edn. so quickly, and 
the reading of it then comes of Course. This 
is, at all events, no bad application of the 
Colonial System. 

Does the appointment of the Deputes sur- 
prise you? M'Conochie's was an old promise. 
Ross's was more unexpected. Ferrier certainly 
had the promise of it, but the Advocate was 
extremely sorry to be under the necessity of 
disappointing him, but that the very strong 
interest made by the chief Baron (Ross's 
Uncle), whom he owed everything to, obliged 
him to forego his promise this time ; wisely 
thinking that if he deferred providing for the 
near relation of the Baron, he might not have 
it in his power to do so again soon. 

Col. Fergusson has declined the appoint- 
ment of Inspector, etc., as his district was to 
the northern one with headquarters at Johny 
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Groat's house, which he wisely concluded to 
be a cold winter station. No chance of any 
male heir. Yesterday produced me another 
niece ; is there no help for it ? Remember 
[me] to Willm. Ad. and all my friends in 
London. — Yours ever, Andrew Clephane. 

To James Loch, Esqr., 
Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 
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Edinr., /ia:«y. i-jth, 1804. 

My dear Loch, — I have received yours this 
moment, and as I intended at any rate to bore 
you with a letter, I am induced to hurry it on 
by perceiving that you have committed a 
mistake with regard to the meaning of my 
remark on Allen's affair. 

I never conceived that he had incurred any 
odium on your account, tho' upon further 
recollection, I rather think your remembrance 
of obligations may have been more faithful 
than my own, and that in the business of your 
Essay (1798), when 1 was absent, Allen may 
have exposed himself to religious obloquy. 
What you have done, therefore, is perfectly 
excellent and like your own good self; or to 
borrow the inimitable language of the Justice, 
'it is invincible and proper,' and I rejoice 
that I should have been the witless means of 
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putting it in your head. In fact, what I alluded 
to was William Adam's business, in which 
Allen was very warm, and tho' he did not 
exactly make the motion on which W. was 
admitted (that having come from a much less 
worthy quarter), he began his attendance 
during that Session on W.'s account, used 
every means in his power to promote the 
cause, and was exposed to the greatest share 
of the odium he eyer encountered, by the cir- 
cumstance of attending the meetings and being 
active in private. Allen would certainly have 
been the very last Man in the world to think 
of such a topic ; but what would be indecorous 
in him, is not so in us who are connected both 
with W. Adam and him. 

The motion which Allen made was that 
about repealing a law against political and 
religious discussions, and it was almost con- 
ceived in terms which C. Hope had, as it were, 
dictated in his blustering speech when he came 
down to vote for William. 

You have exactly taken the right steps. 
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however, and I have no doubt that Mr. Adam 
will see the thing in the same point of view. 
Allen's success would give me infinite pleasure, 
on various accounts. I wish it for his own 
sake and Thomson's, I wish it still more for 
Jeffrey's sake — who cannot be transplanted (as 
Allen might) to a better soil — and I heartily 
pray for it, for Hope's sake, and Finlayson's. 

As to the College, my feelings are in general 
rather personal and not easily warmed in 
behalf of Corporations — corporate — otherwise 
I might be anxious for so very great a benefit 
that Allen's Accession would certainly prove to 
that body. 

I have all this time forgot to thank you for 
your long and excellent letter, received above 
3 weeks ago. The Chinese speculation is 
singular, but the Slave trade business is, I 
trust, solid. A suspension for five years would 
be quite enough. I cannot help thinking that 
the discussions and inquiries brought forward 
twelve years ago and continued at intervals 
since that time, have opened the eyes of the 
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W. I. interest, in a good measure. Had they 
been as perverse as they were when the Slave 
carrying bill was so violently opposed, no 
apprehensions from the Dutch Colonies (I 
rather fancy you meant to say, or at least to 
include, Trinidad) would have softened them 
towards the immediate loss of new supplies. 
I have made inquiries since I got yours, but 
am sorry to find the good news, if true, is still 
confined to very few. 

Remember me to Horner and W. Adam, 
and when you see James, tell him our people 
desire he would not forget to call on David 
Robertson who is in London. 

You would be sorry for the poor Clephanes. 
I pity Andrew, for had his brother lived, I am 
convinced he would have gone out to Grenada. 
At the bar he will make a great figure on 
Kalends of all the Greek Months in the 
Olympiad. — Yours ever, H. Brougham, Junr. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
23 Old Buildings, 

Lincoln's Inn, London. 
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Sheerness, iiih Feby. 1804. 

My dear James, — I agree with you perfectly 
about Mr. Mackay's letter. Surely if the ' un- 
favourable symptoms are considerably abated ' 
he continues mending, which was what the 
Doctor hoped and expected, your Mother 
should not distress herself about it so much ; 
consider, the letter could not have been written 
later than two days after I left him. 

I am glad to hear my Father is so well at 
all his business, Will's succes is famous. 

This is a vile place, but as yet I have plenty 
of occupation. 

Rowley is as kind as possible, I dine with 
him every day almost, and as all Captains are 
obliged to live on board at the Nore, I should 
have no society elsewhere. 

There are rigid enquiries about the expence 
of Stores ; they have made one or two Captains 
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pay very handsomely. I hope I am not to 
be in the scrape, but should not be much 
astonished. ' Set a theif to catch a theif,' Sir 
Thos. Trowbridge. Will you buy me H. 
Brougham's book Colonial Policy. I gave 
mine to Mr. Rose in Ross, I have lost the 
ist Vol. of the Wealth of Nations, try to get 
one for me, in boards covered with blue paper 
if possible, back white. 

I think there is little doubt but that I shall 
see you on Sunday. Ask William if he sent 
two bottles of Masulapatam Snuff, which I 
left in your room, to Raith. If he has not 
and they are forthcoming, pray send them. 
Give Robert some Curry Powder that yr. 
brother John brought home. 

I wish very much to get Mr. Milhous's 
second son into Christ's Hospital in about a 
twelve-month, as he will not be old enough 
till then. Try if it can be done. I dare say 
my Uncle William may be able. I know he 
offered a vacancy to Lord Keith when we 
were at Sheerness in July which perhaps you 
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may recollect. It is the Mathematical School 
I wish. It will be a great help to Milhous, 
who has a large family. Tell Clem, to write 
me all about East Cliff, etc. Adieu, yours 
most affecy., Charles Adam. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
23 Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 
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Edin., 21 June 1804. 

Dear Loch, — I had the pleasure of receiv- 
ing your packet two days ago, and have just 
dispatched your article to the press. I have 
been under the necessity of making several 
considerable retrenchments in addition to those 
you had executed yourself. It will still print to 
more than 27 pages, which is fully as long as any 
review ought to be, and a little longer perhaps 
than Dr. T.'s performance deserved. I am 
sensible that you have made a peg of the Dr. 
and that you have hung very valuable things 
upon him, but we must not carry the system too 
far; and I confess I have some scruples as to 
the legality of that very long dissertation on 
our Indian policy which precedes your first 
mention of the unhappy author's name. I 
have allowed the greater part of this to stand, 
however, as I think the matter important and 
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very luminously stated. We thank you for 
your contribution. I wish to heaven you could 
quicken Horner a little. I am in the greatest 
distress for MSS., and if it were not for my 
reliance on Brougham, I should have no hope 
of salvation. Tell the said B. that I have 
received his letter and shall obey his com- 
mands. I am not against him, nor at all 
disposed to be wary, but I should like to kill 
some of his enemies and I do not know where 
to meet with them ; it would give me some 
pleasure to batter some one of their strong 
places, but I can't find any that is worth secure- 
ing. Let me have a letter of politics soon, 
and I shall undertake to repay you with a 
sheet of Edinb. gossiping the very first day 
I have half an hour to spare. We think Pitt 
will stand now as long as the King continues 
tolerably well. I hope some of you will send 
me a true account of C. Hope's affair which 
will be bloodily misrepresented here, I know ; 
remember me kindly to W. Adam and all the 
faithful in London, and believe me to be, in 
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great haste, Dear Loch, ever very truly 

yours, 

F. Jeffrey. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 
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Edinburgh, ig/uly 1804. 
My dear Loch, — I am afraid you will think 
me very rude and ungrateful for not [having] 
acknowledged your last packet sooner — but it 
came to me in the very height of my Editorial 
fever, and it was only yesterday that I was 
so far recovered as to be able to make a 
voluntary use of my pen. I have a still 
further apology to make to you for not having 
inserted your review of Broughton in this 
No. The printing went on so irregularly, and 
the latter articles turned out so much longer 
than I expected, that I suddenly found that 
I had barely room for those articles which had 
been mendicated from strangers with so much 
zeal as made it absolutely necessary to make 
way for them or for those that had been quite 
long enough delayed. At any rate, Bi'oughton's 
book will be shewn enough in catals., and as 



136 FRANCIS JEFFREY 

you have received 30 pages already with 
Tennant I thought you would not be implac- 
ably ofifended if I took the liberty of postponing 
this other article. 

We shall be out here to-morrow, I think, 
but probably shall not appear in London for 
ten days longer. You must not let me know 
what the wise men of the South say to us. 
I had the pleasure of meeting with Mrs. Loch 
yesterday at Murray's, but she afflicted us 
terribly by announcing your resolution (and 
W. Adam's) to defraud us of the visit which 
you promised so fairly when we left you in 
April. I hope you will not persist in this 
resolution. For my part, I have been panting 
for green fields like a man in a calenture, and 
set off to-morrow to bury myself in voluptuous 
idleness. I have a great number of arrange- 
ments to make before I can make this import- 
ant movement and have no time to send you 
the little E'br news that is stirring. Charles 
Hope, they say, is to be Justice Clerk, and 
David Hume, Clerk of Session, retaining all 
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his other appointments ; Methven resigns his 
Justiciary gown ; Sir J. Colquhoun has taken 
the oath of calumny after much boggHng. 
All this I heard this morning, but I cant not 
have you to believe any part of it. Commend 
me to all the faithful in London, and believe 
me, Dear Loch, ever very truly yours, 

F. Jeffrey. 
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30 Craven Street, 
London, July 31, 1804. 

My dear Loch, — I have called on you three 
or four times and find you are nailed down to 
Richmond Lodge. There is no chance, I fear, 
of any human consideration weaning or forcing 
you, even for a moment, from that seat of bliss. 
It would be a great deal too much to expect 
that you could for any inducement tear yourself 
away from a single second's worth of rural 
felicity. I can say, however, that as far as 
my paltry experience goes, I never made any 
way in the pursuits worthy of a man, I mean 
intense study, without an abandonment of all 
rural propensities, to which, I fancy, I had a 
more early and more strong predilection than 
even you. 

Study — Labour of the mind — carried to such 
an excess as to become labour of the body 
also. This is the business of every man under 
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forty ; this is the sweetest of all works ; this 
is the most light of all burthens ; the most 
invaluable of all blessings. It is a good in- 
dependent of all the ills of life, supremely and 
principally our own, subject to no fates, times, 
or seasons, pleasant in itself, and quickly and 
surely returning a plenteous harvest. 

Beware of the new and senseless slang 
which is creeping in ; don't undervalue a man 
because he is well informed and laborious 
minded ; don't say 'he is a coarse headed 
fellow,' 'has no fineness of intellect,' etc. etc. 
etc. All this is founded on a truth — a very 
important fact — but it is of most dangerous 
application and may be twisted into an apology 
for all manner of idleness and lasciviousness 
and waywardness of tastes. 

The lines and shades of such character are 
extremely evanescent, and any idle, vain, and 
slippery personage may arrogate to himself the 
praise of a 'fine head' — which not one in loo 
possesses — in compensation of what every one 
may gain — information and acquired talents. 
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I now come to the right subject of this 
letter. 

I have read your review of Tennant, and 
think it extremely creditable indeed. But 
tho' I approve of it critically speaking, I most 
entirely differ from the whole doctrine and 
tendency, and I can't help wishing that you 
had been somewhat more cautious and circum- 
spect in bringing forward your opinions, in 
whatwaysoever you might have formed them. 
I think your Pol. (Economy more than ques- 
tionable, and your politics decidedly wrong. 
Not that you have advanced an erroneous 
theory, far from it, but that you have com- 
mitted to paper, and that Jeffrey has allowed 
to be printed, a number oi plain blunders. 

I don't affect great depth of knowledge in 
these subjects of Pol. CEconomy, but my 
modicum shews me the utter repugnance of 
your tenets to principle. Above all, you have 
argued to a practical conclusion from one 
insulated, trivial, oeconomical, theoretical, spec- 
ulative, partial view of the whole question. 
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In detail, I fear you. One specimen may 
suffice : you accuse the foolish author (Ten- 
nant) of error about the marriage of Castes. 
I believe he says that ' no woman can marry 
below her caste.' But a man may. Therefore 
the intermarriage of Col. Colebrooke (As. Rev., 
vol. V.) may be reconciled with Tennant. But 
why may not Col. Colebrooke be talking of 
castes produced by irregular mixture of classes 
without any marriages. This I take to be the 
case. However, I fear the review may be of 
bad omen to you and your people, and I declare 
my opinion of it had been made up when I 
read it in MS., but more so when it was in 
print, and the colonising notion from the first 
excited my reprobation. But to-day I have 
had a two hours' conversation with Mr. Grant, 
which has confirmed me on the subject. He 
is extremely angry indeed, and says everything 
ill of the article. I am forced, from my fixed 
attachment to you, to let you know without a 
moment's delay what he says. I shewed him 
the article and made him read it over. We 
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were left alone, and he went over it paragraph 
by paragraph. I shall only tell you he said 
' he thought it a most wicked production, 
evidently written with a mischeivous Design ' ; 
and he talked with no respect of the perform- 
ance ; his only severity was pointed at the 
' hostility of the apparent motive ' ; 'It must 
be some person employed by a discontented 
or disappointed man,' etc. etc. etc. 

Now I draw one moral from all this — which 
is that for godsake (My Dearest Loch) you 
do not let any one know you are the author. 
Don't tell even your Uncle — at any rate no 
one else. 

I utterly checked all inquiry by entirely 
agreeing in G.'s opinion wherever I could — 
which was generally — except as to the critical 
merits of the piece. You have therefore the 
option of keeping it entirely quiet and snug. 
Do this, I most earnestly beseech you. I can 
have only your interest at heart ; I have it 
earnestly, as earnestly as if you had spared 
five minutes to see me before I go. 
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It is my opinion that nothing can be more 
improper than your being known as author of 
so offensive an article, considering that your 
uncle is Counsel to the Coy., and that he 
derives a great part of his practice thence, and 
that you live with him and stand to him in the 
relation of a son to a father. 

Call all this 'Dull,' 'Vulgar,' 'Commonplace,' 
* Coarse,' etc. etc. etc. It may be so, but it 
is true. Do, therefore, I implore you, attend 
to me, and write a few lines to let me know 
your resolves. I don't go for two days, and 
remain ever your most affectionate friend, 

Henry Brougham. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
At Will Adam's, Esq. 
East Sheen. 
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(No address), 
Aug, 3, 1804. 

My dear Loch, — You seem to mistake my 
letter. I did not blame you, I now do, because 
in my way of thinking, canvassing for Burdett 
is raffish, except in people of some conse- 
quence. In others it is dirty work — fit for 
tools — not men. But this is according to your 
taste ; and if our minds differ, we may both be 
right in following each his own propensity. 

' Every one to his taste, as the woman said 
when she hugged her sow.' One animal loves 
clean, another prefers dirty enjoyments. A 
horse likes the former, a sow the latter. Let 
each humour his own fancies. But I wish you 
had only written on what concerned yourself; 
I mean the Review. 

I see you are obstinately bent on committing 
a gross mistake in conduct, so you begin by 
making a mistake in discussing the point. 
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What have the tenets of my Clapham friends 
(as you call them) to do with Grant's and the 
East India Coy.'s affairs and opinions ? It is 
quite enough for you, I think, that Mr. Adam 
is their council, and you ' loco filii ' towards him. 
Your brothers, a writer and seaman in their 
service, and your cousin very high in their 
employ. 

Couple this complicated relation with the 
FACT that the Coy. is inraged beyond measure 
with the article — whether right or wrong in 
them, I say not. The conclusion is not a matter 
of taste or opinion — every one must see its 
force — I doubted my own opinion, nevertheless. 
I consulted Whishaw, the man on earth, as you 
know, who is least an advocate for temporising. 
He was clear, plain, and explicit, altho' I did 
not tell him all that you know — he says ' it is a 
scrape ; that the attack on the Coy. comes from 
the wrong quarter,' and ' that as it is done, 
nothing remains but a scroupulous concealment 
of your name ' ; ' that he laughs at all idea of 
magnanimity on such an occasion — it is ludi- 
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crous and has no place — there is no reason 
whatever to tell the name of any one article, 
and still less of this. ' So far for Whishaw. 

If you are headstrongly bent on following 
your own idea, I only say that you will be the 
first to repent — that I trust you will learn by 
this lesson the remainder of what was begun 
(and I regret to see only begun) in the Specu- 
lative Society — that you can gain no credit by 
it, and perhaps the contrary. But as to your 
coining forward and defending it in your own 
name, if attacked— ;^r?»«o I think it will not be 
attacked — secundo the Coy. is quite the con- 
trary of being afraid to meet you, I do assure 
you, for I must add that they only object to, 
and feel, the apparent Malignity, as they call it, 
and not at all the force of the article, and that 
if they knew an unknown person was the author 
they would take no notice ; and lastly and 
chiefly, that you are wrong in your conception 
of the constitution of the Ed. Rev. if you think 
it a matter of private will and pleasure coming 
forward with names and writing in one's own 
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defence. This was just Percival's mistake — 
everybody laughed at him as a vain and head- 
strong youth, for what he did ; but he only 
told his name privately, and never published 
it to the world. I hope you will not prove less 
discreet than he. 

I am in this personally interested. I recom- 
mended the article with more than half the 
force that procured its insertion. I wish not 
to have reason to upbraid myself and be forced 
to say, it is the last time I shall ever use such 
influence. 

If you adopt the mad resolution of coming 
forward, as you term it, with your name (which 
is at present unknown, except in the relation- 
ship in which you stand to your Uncle, and 
which I trust is reserved to be known in a 
better manner), I shall make my apology to 
Jeffrey as soon as possible, and shall take care 
to prevent all chance of such a thing happening 
another time. — Ever yours affectionately, 

H. B. 
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P.S. — I must repeat, in case you mistake 
me, that your name being told would burst all 
the bubble at once, that the Coy. only thinks 
of the respectability of the place and the 
neighbourhood in which your article appears, 
and would never think one moment of the 
attack if they knew whence it came. But they 
certainly "would think of the quarter (to some 
purpose), believe me. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
at W. Adam's, Esq., 
East Sheen. 
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30 Craven Street, 
Aug. 7, 1804. 

Dear Loch, — I brought the enclosed from 
the worthy Traveller for you. I never heard, 
till t'other day I met Mary Drysdale, that y'r 
Aunt has been ill. From y'r Mother 's coming 
up it looks something serious, I hope you 
will write me how your Aunt is, and what the 
matter is. 

Give my best regards to your Mother, and 
let me see you whenever you come to town. 

Henry will certainly see the inside of a 
French prison before he returns. He and the 
Emperor will meet at Amsterdam. — Yours 
ever truly, Jas. Brougham. 

James Loch, Esq., 

William Adam's, Esq., 
East Sheen, Surrey. 
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Gravesend, Sunday morning. 

Dear Loch, — I received yours by James 
who brought it down this morning. 

I St. The E. Rev. is bro't into no scrape by 
you unless you are known. If you are — I think 
it may be a little injured — but not much — I own. 
You must be quite convinced that there is no 
sort of reason why we (who are in the Review 
and not in your delicate situation) should be shy 
about attacking the Co'y. The thing is self- 
evident. It is not the attack, but the quarter 
whence it comes that is the scrape, and that 
quarter being concealed there is no scrape at 
all. This is my unalterable opinion. It signi- 
fies nothing — I must again and again assert — 
what the Clapham men say, and what weight 
is due to their opinion — or whether you are 
right and the Co'y wrong. The thing is, 
you are in a particular predicament, and the 
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Co'y say they dislike the article violently. 
That is all. 

The Clapham men you surely cannot think 
ever talked of you. They (i.e. Grant) only 
spoke of the article, and I suppose would have 
sunk thro' the floor had he known a nephew 
of Mr. A.'s was the author. I '11 tell you 
honestly who he thought the author ; he 
said — ' The Co'y, do what it can, has always 
a chance of disobliging some of its service. — 
This is some discontented man who has got 
a writer to put his malice into the form of a 
review. There may be broken officers in the 
Coy's service in Edinbr. as elsewhere.' You 
see by this that you are the last person in the 
world suspected. 

You grieve me inexpressibly by saying my 
last has hurt you — I intreat you to impute all 
I said or now say to my zeal for your good — I 
know that is a motive no one easily gets 
credit for — but you, I trust, must know that 
I can have no other earthly interest in the 
matter. 
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I care nothing for what the Co'y may say 
or do to your uncle — he is an entire stranger 
to me. — But in you I take an interest which 
is of no very recent standing and can only end 
with my life — I hope you know this and I 
believe the feeling to be mutual. — I am often 
(I fear so very often that there may be truth 
in it) accused of coldness and hardness of 
heart and an unamiable want of feeling. — To 
this I am reconciled by seeing the follies that 
fine feelings produce. But at any rate, I may 
desire you to believe, that when one of such a 
nature is melted it must be by no common 
emotion, and that the sincerity of my attach- 
ment is the less to be questioned on this 
acco't. Perhaps 9/ioths of all the kindness 
of my nature centres in yourself — God knows 
how much more delight I would have in my 
laborious and dangerous expedition, were you 
a partner in it. 

It would even be a solace to hear from you 
in my solitary wanderings. Address me a 
line to the Post Office, Berlin or Dresden. 
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I shall not fail to write you now and then. — 
It will be my only correspondence — but I 
expect you rigorously to adhere to this restric- 
tion, that you show not a line I write to any 
living creature. 

I look upon your promise as given and 
know it will be kept. I am on the point of 
sailing and shall see Bonaparte before you get 
my next. — Adieu — Your aunt and mother I 
hope are well. 

When I return I hope to see your law 
studies advanced, and highly commend your 
exemplary diligence. I only lament not 
having seen you before I go, 

I need not add, My Dearest friend, how 
heartily and sincerely I am, your affectionate 

H. Brougham. 

P.S. — Allow me to make you acquainted 
with my old crony John Eyre — a man of 
excellent family in Yorkshire. He is author 
of the capital review of Anacreon in E. R. 
He is to be heard of at No. 30 Craven Street, 
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having lived with us since he came to town. 
If he is not there the lodging people will tell 
you. He would call on you first but don't 
know what days you come to Chambers. I 
wrote to Edinr. a few hours after I wrote my 
first to you and told him he should conceal 
your name, for the reason of your uncle's con- 
nection and the offence Grant took. 
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KiRKNESS, $th Sept. 1804. 
My dear Loch, — I received your kind 
Letter with your many good advices. I have 
delayed writing you till a speculation which 
the Doctors and I had entered into with 
respect to Certain headaches which have 
troubled me of late to some amount should be 
decided. I had James Davidson here with 
me yesterday, who has ascertained pretty de- 
cidedly from Certain Ulcerous appearance in 

the throat that they are V 1, in which 

Case it is out of the question stirring any 
where till these are removed. They are of 
opinion that the Spitting of blood has pro- 
ceeded from the same Cause, in which Case 
it will be most fortunate for me, as the course 
of mercury which I will have entered upon 
before you receive this will wipe off both 
diseases. Should, however, this not be the 
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Case and Should the ' podos Okus ' bring 
back the Irritation in the Lungs I have de- 
cided to go to Madeira at once, where I remain 
till I am entirely cured. These headaches I 
have had for a month past and from several 

Circumstances apprehend V 1 Virus to be 

at the bottom of them. But the old Stupid 
Doctor Davidson, who has never had a patient 
in that disease but my brother Henry since 
he settled in the County, persuaded me that 
I had none of these symptoms about me, and 
tho' there was always an Irritation in the 
throat yet he would not allow that it was 
Ulcerous. I wait for my Edinb. surgeon who 
I expect to-day to begin a Course of Curry- 
combing my hide and - 1 shall remain quietly 
here till I have finished the job. You may 
tell the females of your family that I am keep- 
ing better which is really fact — as I feel no in- 
convenience whatever from the lungs. We are 
all much grieved here at your Aunt's illness 
and the more so from the Cause of it. I hope, 
however, she will have no return. We are 
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looking keenly out for your Uncle in this part 
of the world. The people at Blair are be- 
gining to tire very much for him. I shall 
write you soon how I go on and should be 
glad if you would let us now and then know 
how Miss Adam does. Best respects to all. — 
Yours most affecly, 

Andrew Clephane. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
Richmond Park, 
East Sheen, 
Surrey. 
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Adriatic — off Omago in Istria, 1804. 

My dear Loch, — When I tell you what 
situation I am in, you will account for the 
circumstance of receiving a letter with such 
a date. I have been four long days and 
four longer nights at sea, in a small bark, 
with bad sailors, and contrary winds, at 
present interrupted by the varieties of a calm 
and a fog — the cold extreme, and still worse 
to pores just relaxed by the sirocco at Naples, 
without any provisions but biscuits and stink- 
ing oil, which are now exhausted. Without 
a single book to read, and with an insuffer- 
able Venetian Poet, who has pestered me 
more by his eternal improvisos on every point, 
than all the winds, waves, and stinking fish I 
have been exposed to. 

In these pleasant circumstances the idea of 
killing an hour by writing to you was sug- 
gested by the sight of the present sheet of 
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paper, which I have thus forcibly prevented 
from meeting the fate of its eleven brothers, 
viz., being covered with bad rhyme from my 
companion. To such a cause alone must you 
ascribe this letter. I cannot pretend to any 
better or less selfish motives. The last I 
wrote you was from Frankfort, I continue 
from thence. 

My route lay thro' Wurtzburg, Ansbach, 
Bareyth, etc., to Ratisbonne, where I spent 
a few days, and having feasted sufficiently 
on scenery of ruins, and knowing that 
the Danube was very inferior to the Rhine, I 
went to Munich instead of going down the 
latter river. At Munich I was feasted by all 
the display of art and beauty which that city 
contains, and especially by the Picture Gallery, 
one of the finest in Europe. From thence I 
struck into the Tyrol, and proceeded to the 
capital of the German division, Inspruck, 
thro' a country abounding with such Alpine 
scenery as I could never otherwise have 
fancied to myself. 
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The weather was delicious. Since leaving 
Holland I had never seen a cloud, and as I 
approached Italy I came into the heat of the 
Vintage. To describe these scenes, and still 
more, to sketch the various information I have 
collected, would be absurd in a hasty letter 
like the present. The former (descriptions) 
would tire you, the latter would exceed my 
bounds, and are better reserved for conversa- 
tion. I mean only to note a few things 
relating to my own course, and I know you 
will pardon such egotism in consideration of 
the person as well as of the place. After 
leaving the German Tyrol, the scenery of the 
Italian part became less rugged and Alpine, 
and I glided down the beautiful banks of the 
Adige, over fields of battle and thro' villages 
still shattered by cannon balls. The effects of 
the dead bodies have been since felt on the air 
of this valley. It is said to be much less 
healthy than before. From Fuente I has'ned 
on and entered Lombardy, the finest country 
and most beautiful climate in the world. In 
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this part, from Verona to Venice, it is one 
plain of vine and silk grounds, watered by 
the Adige and Brenta with a few varieties of 
wood and of hills, or rather swells of the 
ground calculated for points from which the 
rest may be viewed. Nothing that 1 have 
seen said or painted in favour of the sky 
and air here, appears half sufficient. The 
warmest descriptions or Claudlorraines fall 
short of Venetian evenings. 

From Verona (which is very little interest- 
ing on the Austrian side, the best part by far 
belonging to the It. Republick) I proceeded 
to Vicenza, remarkable for the number of fine 
pieces of architecture which it contains, the 
masterpieces of Palladio. There is at present 
in that town a very pleasant English Society. 
The Greatheads, Rawdons, etc., all persons on 
their parole, taken in France and in the Ital. 
Repub'^. Unluckily 2 days after my arrival, 
Greathead's son died of a fever, and the whole 
became dull and sorrowful. So, my business 
not being to weep, but enjoy myself, I left 
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Vicenza and went to Padua, where I had 
some inquiries to make and books to procure, 
and thence down the Brenta to Venice, where 
I remained 10 or 12 days, enjoying myself 
highly and studying hard. When there I 
received some advices, which join'd to what 
I before knew from near observation, gave 
me reason to expect some immediate change 
in Holland, and consequently shewed me the 
impossibility of returning there from Vienna, 
for a few weeks longer than I had computed. 
I therefore resolved to take a look of Rome, 
and set out (leaving my carriage and servant 
at Venice) with a courier, whose carriage, or 
rather cart, I still feel the motion of. We 
went day and night for five nights and four 
days thro' a dull country, with nothing to see, 
the weather bad half the way, and the fatigue 
not small. I know not if I was not paid per 
advance for my toils, by a thunderstorm in 
the Appenines at midnight, a sight as much 
superior to any other I ever saw, as anything 
I could fancy. At Rome I began to look 
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about me, and concluded in the first place 
that it would not require much time to see 
it as well as I wished. The remains of 
Antiquity are very fine, but after you have 
seen those which are intrinsically so, it is 
absurd to run about to every spot where 
something was once performed, merely be- 
cause that spot recalls an association, and 
gives a feast of sentiment. Once or twice 
this will take, but no longer, for one spot of 
this kind is exactly the repetition of another. 

There is also in the remains of genius them- 
selves, a certain similarity which to a sensible 
person conveniently abridges the task or the 
pleasure of surveying them. 

The modern part of Rome beyond all doubt 
is the most wonderful, both for beauty and 
grandeur ; on that I determined to feast, and 
so to take my meals as to feed at a small 
expence of time and not to suffer from reple- 
tion. For this purpose I resolved to reject as 
much as possible the trash, and next, to in- 
terrupt my repast, a recipe which I never 
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found to fail for saving a vast portion of time 
by keeping the attention and curiosity alive. 

After seeing the ancient parts of Rome and 
the most part of the modern, therefore, I set 
out for Naples with the courier, and there, 
indeed, I was highly gratified, not only [by] 
the eruption of Vesuvius, but by the manners, 
music, luxuries, and climate of the place. 
The antiquities are infinitely beyond all those 
of Rome — you have not, indeed, a Circus or 
Pantheon — but instead of detached uninstruc- 
tive morsels, you have combinations both in 
the scenery and remains, which bring you 
home to both the real and the fictitious de- 
scriptions of the Classics. I only instance 
Pozzuoli, Baise, etc., and Pompeii, where you 
literally walk in a complete ancient city ; go 
up one street and down another, enter a 
shop or a palace, see the ruts of the carts 
and chariots, ramble among the walks of a 
villa, and the rooms and baths of a large 
house, or survey in another corner of the 
town a fine marble theatre, and all preserved 



i82 HENRY BROUGHAM 

as if built yesterday, only that the houses are 
unroofed. At Naples I spent my time, there- 
fore, delightfully, making excursions to all 
those scenes in its neighbourhood, from six in 
the morning till four in the evening, and spend- 
ing the rest of the time in the amusements and 
society of the place. I there lived constantly 
in the compy. of a very old crony of the name 
of Stuart, whom you may perhaps have heard 
me speak of, and his being respectably settled 
at Naples greatly assisted some inquiries which 
I was engaged in, and which very much in- 
fluenced my course, that the sirocco was my 
only enemy, and it blew me to shivers during 
two of the ten days that I passed there. I 
returned slowly to Rome, taking three or four 
days to go what I had come in one. We were 
a pleasant party of priests, monks, and seculars, 
with a veturino and mules ; had delightful 
weather and enjoyed that exquisite route 
(Horace's Journey) in perfection. At Rome I 
resumed my lionizing, and where I saw the 
two grand Lions — the Vatican paintings, and 
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Raffaelle and St. Peter's. I found ample 
reason to laud myself for having kept them 
to the end. I do not joke or paint when I say 
that those miracles of genius and magnificence 
have made every other sight flat and tiresome. 
St. Peter's alone has so satiated me and leaves 
everything else so far behind it, that at this 
moment (and it is above a fortnight since I 
was there) I would not open my eyes on any 
other sight. I hold it to be the chef d'oeuvre 
of human hands. St. Paul's and York Minster 
are both very grand. St, Peter's is at least as 
grand (being larger than either) and unites to 
sublimity and expanse a profusion of exquisite 
beauties and of magnificent richness which the 
others entirely want. It is lined with the finest 
marbles, yet their varieties of colour and 
splendour has no gaudy or painted effect. It 
is filled with gold ornament, yet nothing gilded 
or tinselly strikes you. It is full of paintings, 
but all are grand and famous, and all are of 
mosaic. You have the transfiguration of 
Raffaelle so executed in that kind of work, 
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that those who have seen the original say it 
vies with it. In short, the great problem is 
solved of unity, infinite beauty, and splendour 
of detail with the most complete simplicity and 
grandeur of coup d'oeil. The frescoes of the 
Raffaelle I need not speak of, you know them 
of course. Indeed, to talk so much of St. 
Peter's may seem absurd, but it is so little 
prized as it deserves, that I can't help praising 
it, especially when I recollect the praises I 
have heard bestowed on St. Paul's, a thing 
just as inferior to St. Peter's as size is inferior 
to size together with beauty and magnificence. 
To see the Pope's departure must have been a 
fine thing. I was at Naples at the time. He 
said Mass at the grand altar of this cathedral 
and 50,000 people were assembled there and 
about it, all pouring out tears and prayers for 
the poor man's safe return. The wise ones 
say he has gone with the firm resolution of 
becoming the 30th Pope who suffered martyr- 
dom, rather than crown B. unless he fulfills his 
bargain : that bargain is said to be General 
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peace, the freedom of Italy, and the propoga- 
tion of the faith. I believe there is some truth 
in the anecdote, but that it is confined to the 
latter article, and that weak old priest, who 
should have suffered his martyrdom at home 
rather than set out to crown an assassin, will 
be satisfied with a new promise of what he 
can't wait to see performed or abandoned. He 
has, however, certainly left a bull ordering a 
new election the moment any steps shall be 
taken against his safety. B. wrote him the 
following laconic note to hasten his departure, 
' Souvenez vous d'Henri viii. d'Angleterre ? ' 

The good catholics say all is for the good of 
the Church — that the Pope can't hurt it — and 
that Borgia himself never erred in any point 
connected with its prosperity. They add that 
Cyrus, etc., were worse than B., yet God used 
them for the propogation of His law and sent 
His prophets to them, and even if it were not 
so, they draw a distinction between crowning 
the Man and crowning the restorer of the 
Galilean faith, alleging that the Pope has 
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nothing to do with his right or his crimes, but 
only with the relations he bears to the Church. 

This is the sort of reasoning they use on all 
such subjects, they thus confound all distinc- 
tions or create airy ones, as it suits them, they 
transfer avowedly, and by name, all religious 
responsibility on the Pope, in whose religious 
deeds they see a constant miracle, the more 
clearly the less his life happens to be virtuous, 
and, independent of their connection between 
dogmas and actions, they transfer a like logic 
to their moral creed. I must add that their 
confidence in priests is quite confined to the 
head of the Church. The lowest orders now 
distrust other priests — they know what they 
are — they give their alms from old habit and 
from an interested spirit {i.e. the expectation of 
remissions, etc.), but they smoke the crimes of 
the sanctuary and do not revere those who 
commit them. The conduct of those priests in 
the revolution has increased this distrust. 

The other wonders of Rome, after the 
Churches, are the Palaces, contaming master- 
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pieces of the great artists, and the villas in the 
vicinity. 

On all these things I glutted myself to 
satiety, and then would have set out for 
Florence, to return thro' Tuscany to Venice. 
As ill luck would have it, the cordon was that 
week drawn round all Tuscany, in the strictest 
manner, for the plague, or, as I believe it to 
be, the yellow fever. So I took the road to 
Bologna. Proceeded with the Milan courier 
to the frontier town of the Italian Republic, 
which I had before passed without difficulty, 
and was there arrested, not as an American, 
but as having travelled for two days and 
nights with a person suspected of the plague, 
and for whose seizure orders had been sent. 
The quarantine in vogue at present is three 
months, and two pesthouses were filled with 
persons undergoing that delectable process. I 
insisted on being allowed to return at least 
into the Pope's territories, and remonstrated to 
the prefect on the iniquity of using a cordon to 
entrap a neutral subject, whereas its only pur- 
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pose is to prevent communication. I wrote a 
memorial to Lucien BonapteL, who was passing 
next night, and succeeded after two days' de- 
tention in effecting my deliverance, under strict 
guard to the frontier, leaving all my baggage 
to perform quarantine in my place, and coming 
away at midnight, on foot, without a penny, or 
a shirt. From a peasant's house I got lodging 
that night, and recollecting that my courier 
had been seized with vomiting, which made' 
me expect the yellow fever in earnest, the 
trifling inconvenience of these cross circum- 
stances vanished in comparison of so very 
different an evil. So on I trudged, in various 
ways and bad weather, between the evils of 
want and the fears of quarantine, a horror to 
me greater at present than even the risk of the 
pest. At last I arrived at Ancona, was laid up 
with sore throat and rheumatism and fever for 
some days, and set off, as soon as I found the 
present vessel, for Venice, where I shall arrive, 
I trust, in a short time, and instantly prosecute 
my way to Vienna thro' Hungary. From 
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Vienna you shall again hear from me, if any- 
thing occurs worth telling you. 

The above scribble has beguiled a heavy 
hour, and if you receive (which is very likely) 
nothing but a bore in it, I at least escape one 
in making it. 

From Henry Brougham. 
Signature omitted. 
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Dutchbrod-on-the-Rhine, 
Sep. 14, 1804. 

Dear Loch, — The bearer, Mr. Kinloch, will 
give you a book, which pray send to H. 
Thornton in Coleman Street, wh. my compts, 

I am safely out of Holland, and on my 
way to a great distance — first to the fair of 
Frankfort. I have missed Bonaparte by one 
half day. He was here yesterday. The dis- 
appointment of this will excuse my brevity. 
I hope to overtake him to-morrow if possible. 
I am in a just rage at the accident. I have 
been very lucky in weather and a servant, 
who speaks Hungarian and Sclavonian, and 
is a German, from Austria. As for health, 
I am always a horse. Remember me to all 
friends. I have no more time to add any- 
thing but that I have been thoroughly com- 
pensated by my tour, etc., even already for 
all risks, expences, and fatigues, and that I 
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have not been in bed for three nights — the 
first two from fagging — the last from travel- 
ling. — Ever yours, H. Brougham. 

I shall write soon to you, perhaps from 
Frankfort. 

Give me a line, poste restante, Vienna — 
immediately — and tell me all ye news. 

I St. What is said of Lauderdale's review by 
his hot friends, etc. ."* 

2. Whether you can have heard any 
Whisper as to any objects of my tour in 
Holland, and What ? — primo — you may 
believe them as little as you chuse. 

3. What you are doing, and how Pitt and 
the King are standing ? 

Addressed JAMES LoCH, Esq., 
No. 23 Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 

hand by KiNLOCH, Esq. 
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Frankfort S/M., Sept. 22, 1804. 

My dear Loch, — To shew you that my 
promise of writing was not a mere matter of 
form, I sit down at ye very first of my leisure 
moments to scribble a few pages. While I 
was in Holland this was impossible on many 
accounts — some of which you know — others 
not. Since I left ye Hague I have been on 
my route, except a few short visits to some 
chateaus of the ancient nobility who have 
retired to the province of Guelderland since 
the revolution. 

I shall not apologize for making myself the 
subject of this letter. A traveller can do no 
better, and I confide entirely on your promise 
of not shewing it to any one. The egotism 
will therefore only be seen by indulgent and 
partial eyes. 

In Holland I was interested beyond measure 
and instructed. 
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How much I was also tickled and flattered I 
need not describe after I have told you, that 
I really do not believe I met one person of 
any consequence either in the Orange or 
Patriotic party who was not as familiar with 
my book as I am myself. It was peculiarly 
grateful to find that my description of Dutch 
affairs is quoted by their own Statesmen as of 
good authority, and that my invectives agst. 
their East India Coy. have been of Signal 
Service in preparing the new and free order of 
things. 

This is not all ; owing to the worthy and 
able translator (though he is president of the 
Asiatic Council — a board uniting the functions 
of our board of Control] and Directors), but 
the persons I allude to have all studied the 
English work, and encouraged the translation. 
More than this I won't speak upon Holland. 
There are looo things which I must not tell, 
and if I venture at all into matters so fresh to 
my mind something must peep out that ought 
not. 
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It is safest then to fly up the Rhine, and 
accordingly I begin from Dusseldorf. So flat 
did everything — even travelling, my favourite 
pursuit — taste after the high relish of my Dutch 
campaign, that I am doubtful if I ought not 
to return from that town. But by degrees 
I recovered a little, tho' not much of my 
spring. 

I had indeed every inducement to admiration 
which nature and art could unite in giving. 

The Gallery of Dusseldorff and the banks of 
the Rhine. The former is, next to the Louvre, 
ye finest in the world, containing 365 master- 
pieces. I shall only say, that till I saw it, I 
only knew the powers of the pencil by 
guess. 

It may amuse you to name three or four 
pieces. A fire light piece of the Wise and 
Foolish Virgins, valued God knows how high ; 
rather ingenious than fine, as all these conceits 
are to my eyes. But there are no less than 
five chef cCceuvres of the first masters in this 
rich cabinet. A Gerard Dow, for which no 



200 HENRY BROUGHAM 

less than ;^5o,ooo sterlg. was paid, and what 
seldom happens, about ;^7ooo to the painter 
himself at first. A Christ's head by Corregio, 
esteemed his finest performance, and certainly 
never viewed without the most melancholy 
emotion — I almost said piety — exceeds belief. 
The simple Latin Scroll beneath it is also well 
conceived. ' Ego pro te hsec passus sum quid 
vero tu fecisti pro me? ' A Raphael, St. John 
in ye wilderness, of which you must have heard, 
reckoned the second of that painter's works. 
A Guido, Assumption of the Virgin, reckoned 
his masterpiece, and for which Lady Spencer 
offering ;^ 10,000 was laughed at. Last of all, 
but greatest, the celebrated Chef d'CEuvre of 
Rubens, The Day of Judgment, renowned over 
all Europe and on which volumes have been 
written : it is about -^^q feet square, occupying 
nearly one end of an immense gallery contain- 
ing 100 portraits, many of them larger than 
life. Without one Flemish, vulgar Venus 
among them. I only note 3 particulars in this 
prodigy. Among the persons ascending to sit 
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at the right hand of the Father is a Negro, and 
no Negro is going down. This was rather an 
effort in the age of priests and inquisitions. 
Next, the gradation of animation at the resur- 
rection is very fine. You have the Skeleton, 
the half muscular body, the corpse moving, 
the blood beginning to circulate, the complete 
body, the body well animated, and the body in 
a state of rapture ascending. Last of all, I 
remark the silly and bad taste of having the 
Trinity all at the top of the piece, including 
a dove. This is the only bad thing I saw in 
the first of paintings. No price can be affixed 
to it — half a million sterlg. would be rejected. 
Reubens painted it for the Altar-piece of his 
protector's Cathedral, he having saved his life 
from the Lisbon inquisition. I only add that 
I don't think in this gallery, which contains 95 
Rubens and 46 Rembrandts, there are 3 bad 
pictures. 

From Dusseldorf I was fixed in my plans by 
several circumstances. Bonaparte was at 
Cologne and was going up the Rhine, for some 
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days, with his Suite. I had been in a 
town just after he left it and was very ke 
see him. On the other hand, I knew my 
I met an American whom I gave a line tc 
and who told me that B.'s caution and 
exceeded belief, that he had avant courie 
look into every crevice, even the ceiling 
walls, and to search the very necessartt 
foreigners, and that he, tho' an Amei 
was very near being sent to Paris a 
Englishman. 

I saw too well afterwards that this w; 
exaggeration. However, I resolved to tr; 
make the journey up the Rhine, conce 
myself as well as possible. I therefore 
to a village opposite Cologne and emba 
got to ye French side, had a sight o 
Emperor at a little distance (he is growir 
and was in excellent spirits), and I got a 
in the Rhine Yacht for Mentz. For four 
we sailed up ; such weather never bles: 
voyage, and to describe the ban^s oi 
Rhine, the vineyards, ruins, mountains, i 
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forests, chateaus, fruit, wine, Music, etc. etc., 
would be superfluous. 

I paid a price, however, which I never shall 
give again, either to see a great man or a 
great river. I had to be concealed as often as 
a suspicious face appeared on board, for our 
road lay on the French side. Every night I 
slept in the cabin on my hard bed, while the 
others went on shore, and I could seldom 
venture out to eat and drink ; once I was 
saved from some Gensdarmes (who came to see 
if any foreigners were on board) by going into 
the water closet ; they remained ^ an hour 
almost touching me, and several times I had 
to sport the French subject, which I could 
easily do and found the safest way, but a 
prefect would have discovered that my accent 
was foreign. You may be sure I did not try 
the experiment, nor indeed did I pass for a 
Frenchman before having tried in presence of 
careful judges. We had five Fr. soldiers on 
board almost all the way, and a brawl having 
arisen between them and my servant, we were 
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almost betrayed. They smoked me just 
got to the German side, and were ready 
their throats that they could not get the rf. 
All this is not uninstructive, it shews the 
of such precautions as Bonaparte is takin 
one can take more. My servant leaped i 
in a desart place ten leagues from any v 
to walk a mile, he was suddenly surro 
by three Gensdarmes, and luckily ha 
Austrian pass in his pocket. 

If, then, the greatest care can elud 
Emperor's utmost precautions (as in fact, 
did), may not an assassin who will alwaj 
this price, by taking the greatest care, 
elude the Gensdarmes ? Therefore such 
ance only operates against those whose 
are innocent — the guilty are beyond its n 

You will envy me the fruit and wine c 
country, when I tell you that on the 
(in the Palatinate) I had the best Hock f 
the bottle, and grapes as much as I cou 
for a penny. Peaches of high flavour, a 
for a halfpenny, etc. 
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I arrived here a few days ago in the midst of 
the fair, which is a curious and splendid 
spectacle, but much less so to one who has 
seen Cheapside and the Strand than to a 
German. I am living in a very select circle 
of foreign ministers by whom I have been 
most excellently well received in consequence 
of my book. I was much flattered to find it 
so well known to these men, chiefly in con- 
sequence of the high puffing of the German 
Reviews and Journals, This sort of avant 
courier is indeed more than I expected, and 
confirms the idea that a prophet is best out of 
his own country. 

Pray give me a line! A Poste Restante 
there will tell me all the chit-chat. 

I have hardly written or spoken a word of 
English till I came to here since I saw Eng- 
land. Apollo's brother is here and I meet him 
often. 

God bless you. I only want one thing to 
complete the pleasures of my tour, that is 
yourself. If you were with me I believe we 
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should both be very happy. — Yours most Affy. 
and Sincerely, H. B. 

P.S. — Pray how has H. Thornton come 
forward so actively ? What is thought of it ? 
Have the others taken part ? Give me all 
the secret history. I expect a letter at Vienna 
for certain. 

A. MoNS. 

M. Jas. Loch, 

No. 23 Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
Old Buildings, London. 
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Edr., 26/A Sept. 1804. 

My dear Loch, — Your case seems a very 
bad one. I shall do what I can to prove a 
better title, and let you know the result. 

By the Courtesy of Scotland a husband is 
tenant for life of his wife's property — the chil- 
dren being his. 

We have heard several times from Henry ; 
My Father t'other day from Amsterdam, 31st 
Augt., and Jeffrey since 5th Sept. from Haer- 
lem. He is going to Frankfort, from thence 
to Vienna. Everything has succeeded beyond 
a wish. His address is under cover 'A. M. 
Monsr. la Prest. Van Yezendoorn, Conseil 
Asiatique a la Haye.' On the inclosure put 
only H. B. 

Will you tell Horner this address — Horner 

& Jeffrey was to write to him last week. 
VOL. II. o 
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This goes by John. I am just going off to 
Harvieston for a few days. 

I was at Clephane's last week. I think his 
case is far from bad. He had been leading a 
most dissipated life last y'r, w'h together with 

an ill cured brought on the spitting of 

blood, etc. The pains in his head were occa- 
sioned entirely by the old disease, and have 
left him since he began the Mercury. When 
his course is over, if the blood returns, he sets 
off instantly for Madeira. I shall write you 
soon again, just now am in d — d hurry. — Yours 
most truly, Jas. Brougham. 

To Jas. Loch, Esq. 
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Edinr., 7 October 1804. 

Dear Loch, — I am afraid I did not answer 
your former letter, but I have been very idle 
and vagabond this whole summer, and have 
done nothing that I ought. I have just re- 
ceived your last, and in token of my disposition 
to make you amends, I answer it immediately. 
I have just glanced over Mercer's poems and 
think they are very well for a gentleman. I 
once meant to have said so in a review — and 
probably shall still ; you may depend upon 
their not being abused, for tho' somewhat 
flat and tame, they are uniformly respectable. 
If they are reviewed at all, I shall do itpropriis 
manibus ; but I will not engage either to Lord 
Glenbervie or to your honor. 

I am glad you are in no hurry to see 
Broughton printed. I shall send him back to 
you by Jas. Brougham or any earlier opportunity. 
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Alter as much as you please, but remember 
I have a lien upon him and shall expect him 
back before J any. Is there anything else you 
would like to try your hand on ? 

You afflict me much by what you say of 
the failure of the vaccine inoculation. I hope 
sincerely that there may be some mistake in it. 
I shall mention it to our Doctor here and should 
like to hear how it issues with you — but do 
not give yourself any trouble to inform me. 

Jas. Brougham is in the North. We have 
had but a glimpse of him yet in Ebr., but 
I hope to see a little more of him on his return. 
I have some money to send you, of which I 
propose to make him the bearer. You will 
get it as soon as if I were to enclose you a bill 
at 40 days, or this. The last accounts I had 
from H. Brougham were from Haarlem on the 
7th of last month. I am afraid he will not be 
back so soon as he seems to have expected. 
Murray has been a good part of the vacation 
in the Highlands, and has now gone to Perth. 
Wm. is here, very fat and good natured. 
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I have not forgiven Adam and you for not 
coming to see us this season ; and in revenge 
mean not to look near you in Spring. In the 
meantime, I shall be glad to hear from you ; 
and as soon as this No. 9 is out, of which 
I am now travailling very dreadfully, I hope to 
have grace to write you a more entertaining 
epistle. 

Believe me. Ever Dr. Loch, very Truly 
yours, F. Jeffrey. 

I have changed my mind, and now enclose 
you a bill for ^16, los., which I take to be 
nearly your quota. Longman will cash it for 
you if you want it. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 
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the vessel will heal of course. That there 
may be no interruption to the Cure I mean 
to stay here all winter, taking a ride in a 
good day and keeping the house in a bad. 
I could easily keep the house in Edinb., but 
then that very Circumstance would bring such 
lots of people to entertain me, that however 
kind in them, would be a terrible burden to 
me, as it would lead me to speak more than 
was proper. From the situation I have been 
in of late you will guess that I have not been 
able to be at Blair. However, I have seen all 
the worthies who were so Kind as call here 
successively. I never had an opportunity 
before of seeing the Capt., tho' should I 
have met him accidently his great resem- 
blance to the family would have declared to 
whom he belonged. I had a very short 
visit from James Brougham who, I suppose, 
stretches south soon. He tells me that all 
Lord Lauderdale's friends are wroth at 
Henry for cutting up his book so very 
unmercifully. The reviewers certainly keep 
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the old Slashing system with which they set 
out, and when they differ, do not conceal their 
sentiments. The Book is not what I would 
have expected from the Lord, for tho' very 
ingenious, it seems to me with little exception 
to be such as no man of a sound sense would 
produce, as the test of those great political 
abilities which he was supposed to possess. It 
seems to me to be a work in which an errone- 
ous position is taken up against a received 
opinion, merely as such, to show how much 
good reasoning may be thrown away, for 
wherever your arguments are founded upon 
a clearly falacious position, they are of no use 
at all. His positions are not even specious, 
for tho' the reasoning is admirable in many 
places, yet it always recurs to you — what is 
thus grounded up — and there you meet with 
such a disappointment as to provoke you to 
think that so much ability is thrown away. 
The more I see of a paper war with the 
weapons of Answers, Replies and Duplies, the 
firmer am I established in the opinion that no 
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judicious author should engage in them. You 
never see them stick to the point, but meddle 
with things which ruin all their Cause. For 
my own part I never liked Ld. Lauderdale, 
so am not sorry for his fate. I have, however, 
a fellow-feeling with his Lordship, having 
equally lost my Character as a sober, virtuous, 
kirk-going young man. At first all was very 
well till some Devil whispered that no pity 
need be thrown away, then there were no 
no more enquiries for the filthy fellow. Why 
should people think there was any shame in 
the disease ? They, in this, like many authors, 
and some of them Rt. Honble., argue most 
unlogically against all sort of rule in ratio- 
cination compounding Cause and Effect. 
Russell told his mother in Edinb., because 
like the fox who had lost his tail, he did 
not wish to be singular in such a blessing. 
You told your Aunts in London, and if 
David tells it in Dublin my Character as 
an upright pillar of the Church is lost in 
the Three Kingdoms, 
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Eheu : fugaces, Posthume, Posthuriie, 
Labuntur anni : nee pietas moram 
AfFeret indomitae morti 

As we are to let the house in Queen Street 
for six months my sister wishes to know if 
Mrs. Loch has any person to whom she would 
wish to lend the Organ or whether we shall 
bestow it in a safe place ourselves. Give the 
families best wishes and regards to the females 
and Believe me, yours most affecly., 

Andrew Clephane. 

To James Loch, Esqr., 
Richmond Park, 
East Sheen e, 
Surrey. 
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George Street, Edinr., 
27 Octr. 1804. 

My dear Loch, — We were all much obliged 
to you for your news about that vagrant 
Brother of mine. It is certainly mair by luck 
than gude guidance that he has his head on 
his shoulders at present. 

The last letters we had from him were from 
Nimeguen and Arnhem. So it was a con- 
siderable relief to hear of his being out of 
the Imperial power of the Mighty Man. Does 
he say when he is likely to be home, and 
whether he comes here or to London ? 

If he is to be long away I should like to 
write to him, which I have never done yet for 
fear of accidents. What is his address now ? 

I spent two most pleasant days at Blair 
about a fortnight ago. Your Uncle was in 
great good spirits, as he well might be, seeing 
things going on so much to his wish about 
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the place. The improvements on the ap- 
proaches, etc., are quite astonishing. Every 
step I took I regretted your not being there 
to enjoy it. ' Damned Law,' — but time will 
come, etc. ^ 

I have been in Kincardineshire for some 
days. I intended to have stopped at Blair 
on my way back, but heard at Kinross that 
the Colonel was with his volunteers at Dun- 
fermline. 

I am afraid your anonymous client's case is 
but a bad one. I wrote some time since to 
Johnstone regarding the nature of the hus- 
band's right, on which he was intest[ate], but 
have got no answer from him. A friend of 
mine here has written to his Correspondent 
at Cupar to make some particular inquiries 
about the business, the result of which you 
shall have when I do. 

I heard from Clephane yesterday. He is 
still rubbing, continuing to do well, and intends 
being at Kirkness all winter, which I should 
think very imprudent — a cursed damp, cold 
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place. And if his lungs are attacked again, 
after he gives over the Mercury, travelling to 
the South at Xmas must hurt him much. 

Bye the bye, your Uncle told me you were 
at the specific too. I hope you are not very 
ill. The cure will perhaps do you good in a 
double capacity. 

How is William ? Must he receive the 
Attorneys lying on a sofa, or will he be able 
to shake them by the hand and go to the 
door with them ? 

We have this instant received letters from 
Henry, Ratisbon — Oct. ist. He says nothing 
of when he is likely to return, and desires us 
to address to Vienna a paste restante. He 
seems to be enjoying himself much. 

I was very sorry to hear your Aunt was 
still unwell. I beg my best regards to her 
and your Mother, and that you will believe 
me, Ever affectionately yours, 

J AS. Brougham. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
William Adam's, Esq., 
East Sheen, Surrey. 
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Chiffone, off Havre, 
2 1 St May 1805. 

My dear James, — We received your letter 
of the 6th only the day before yesterday, and 
one from my Aunt the same day. 

Yours we do not altogether understand. 
Your double entendre is so complete a one 
that Charles and I cannot agree about the 
meaning of it ; they are both so little like 
Angels that we are at a loss to know which 
you mean. 

I suppose both you and William were at the 
House of Commons on the night of the 
Catholic petition. I would have given a 
great deal to have been there. The petition 
was lost by a much larger Majority than I 
expected. The English are terrible fellows in 
sticking by old prejudices. What did you 
think of Grattan's speech ? 
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Was it as famous as the newspapers say ? 

You thought, I remember, that he would 
fall short of general expectation. The papers 
say no. What is your opinion ? 

He gave Dr. Duignan a capital licking, 
which he seems rightly to have deserved. This 
must make a most complete schism between 
the Grenvilles and Pitt if there was the least 
remaining kindness. Lord G. must be quite 
shocked at Pitt's duplicity. The debate in 
the House of Lords seems also to have been 
a very good one ; a large majority was to have 
been expected there. How does Lord Mel- 
ville's Committee come on — has it found out 
anything more against Pitt ? 

1 suppose Lord M. is gone to Scotland to 
save the wreck of his interest if possible ; it 
seems completely gone in England. I am 
almost a little sorry for him. 

I hope old Baron Barham will give us a 
week's cruise soon. This is very tiresome ; 
we have not been under weigh since we last 
wrote. We have had fine weather but cold. 
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The Barometer has answered very well — 
foretold every change we have had. 

My Aunt sent me a note from my Uncle, 
for which I am extremely obliged to him. I 
also had one from Burnie, which I am going 
to answer. 

You seem to have been uncommonly gay 
indeed at Bloomsbury. Charles and I pass 
our evenings differently. We read French 
together, and I dare say it will do us some 
good if we did not laugh quite so much ; 
but that takes up a great deal of our time, 
and I am afraid we laugh more at our own 
stupidity than anything else. 

You will think I jump famously from one 
subject to another. I am now going to say 
what I think about the officers of the ship 
as far as I have been able to see. 

Boyce is as good natured a man as ever 
lived, but both from his want of professional 
knowledge and want of method, he makes a 
bad ist Lieut. 

Roberts knows more of his profession, but 
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appears careless about the ship ; but if he 
was 1st Lieut. I dare say he would do very 
well. 

Major is a better sailor than either of 
them, and he has also more general know- 
ledge. But take them altogether, they are 
very good fellows and live on the best terms 
with one another that can be. 

The French gunboats which went into the 
inner harbour the last bad weather are just 
coming out again. I suppose they will be off 
the first opportunity, and it is quite impossible 
for us to prevent them. 

I think I have drawn this letter to some 
length ; it is that you may have no excuse 
for writing a short one, but in case you should 
tire I will finish. 

When you write give us plenty of news ; 
your last was very short. Love to all. — Yours 
most affectly., John Loch. 

James Loch, Esq., 
Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 
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Craven Street, \%thjuly 1805. 
Dear Loch, — I hope you are now making 
up your mind upon the subjects of the com- 
munication which you held with me last Friday 
evening. I need scarcely add that, without 
wishing you to do anything precipitate, I 
should esteem your speedy determination a 
favour. — I remain yours truly, 

Henry Brougham. 

James Loch, Esq., 
23 Old Buildings, 
Lincoln's Inn. 
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Ramsgatk, zZthJuly 1805. 

My dear James, — This being Sunday, it 
is a good day for answering letters. My 
Mother and Clema are at church, my Aunt 
writing, and Jack's just gone home to write, 
and now I will answer all your questions. 

Both the horse and myself made out the 
journey with great ease. I got to Sittingbourn 
the first night about 6 o'clock, and here about 
5 the next day, with as little fatigue as could 
be expected. 

The country is beautifull at present. I think 
the hop country must be prettier now than 
when they are ripe, which is not till the be- 
gining of Septr. So if you are coming you 'd 
better come soon. 

We were very fortunate in our expedition 
to Shorncliffe where Genl. Moore's Brigade is. 
The day we set off it rained, and the day we 
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returned it also rained, but the day we were 
there was very fine. 

We dined at Dover the first day with Genl. 
Hope. In the evening it faired, and we went 
out and saw the Brigade parade upon the 
shore, but it was a very bad place for it, and 
there was nothing particular in the troops — 
they were all Militia. We returned to Hope's 
and supped, then slept at the inn. 

Next morning I saw the harbour and town. 
They are doing nothing to the former at 
present, and I don't know when they mean to 
do anything to it. The town is a nasty, scat- 
tered place, but I am told has more inhabitants 
than Canterbury, which astonished me from the 
look of the two towns. 

I had not time to go up and see the works, 
they seem very extensive. I am told there 
is 4000 yards of line, and great part of that 
is to be faced with brick. It will be an im- 
mense expense, both forming it and keeping 
it up. The use they mean to make of it is 
in case the enemy make good their landing — 
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and we have not force enough to oppose them 
in the field — that a considerable body of 
troops may throw themselves in here, so as to 
be in the rear and cut off their communication 
with the Coast, and among them otherwise ; 
or if the enemy thought it dangerous to leave 
such a large body of troops behind them, it 
would detain them long enough to allow an 
army to be collected strong enough to oppose 
them. How far this will answer I don't 
know. 

We left Dover about Noon, or past it, and 
got to Sir John Moore's to dinner. The only 
Martello towers I saw were four they are 
building in a low Bay, I can't recollect the 
name of it, it is just after leaving the high 
land before going down to Folkestone. We 
did not go near them, none of them seem 
half built. 

Sir John Moore does not live at the camp 
himself, but down in the town. The camp is 
on high land about half a mile behind him, 
where we went after a very agreeable dinner. 
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I never saw a man I liked so much at so 
short an acquaintance, he is so completely the 
Gentleman and Soldier. 

When we got to the camp, the Brigade was 
out, and marched past us twice — slow and 
quick time. The first time, Sir John marched 
at their head, and saluted Lord K. as he 
passed, who made the funnyest bow you ever 
saw, and then run off behind everybody — he 
was not in uniform, and did not expect it. 
The 52 and 43 marched beautifully, you 
would have thought a machine moved them. 
There was also a young Highland regiment 
which did remarkably well for the short time 
it had been there — it seemed a great favourite 
of the Genls. 

The troops did not go through any man- 
oeuvres, it was only a parade. We went 
through all the camp. Everything seems in 
great order ; it is an excellent situation— rather 
exposed to wind, but the ground is very dry, 
that it is dry almost immediately after rain, 
which must be a great advantage. 
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We left the camp about 8 p.m. and returned 
to Dover, and next morning returned here. 

Sir John Moore is very tired of his present 
situation from the want of society, he has 
nobody but his own officers. 

Dover is 8 miles from him, which he thinks 
too far to go for pleasure. So much for Sir 
John. 

Jack Cuthbert and I went to the Downs 
two or three days ago, where we saw the 
whole of our Boulogne squadron, and such a 
set I never saw in my life. Not above three 
or four regular Men of War, all the others 
either merchantmen made into ships of war or 
something of that kind. But yesterday three 
74's came here to stay till we hear what has 
become of the combined fleets. I think they 
ought always to stay here, as I am sure if 
Bonaparte got his flottila out with a fair wind, 
it would be quite impossible for our former 
squadron to prevent them from coming over. 
I heard a Captn. of one of the men of war 
say he thought so himself. That action off 
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Boulogne is the last that will happen, as the 
whole flottila are now collected, there is not a 
gun boat in any of the ports except Boulogne, 
and there there is an immense number. If 
Bonaparte means to try and come over, he 
will do it this year I think, as it must ruin his 
boats lying in that dry harbour. 

I have no doubt that he would fail in success, 
but it would frighten us completely. 

The crops in this part of the country are 
very fine indeed, and now begins to look 
yellow. 

You will allow that I have filled my paper 
somehow or other, but I will stop here in case 
you should not take the trouble of reading it 
all. 

Everybody here quite well, my Aunt looking 
remarkably well. — Yours sincerely, 

John Loch. 

James Loch, 

Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 
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No date. 

My dear Loch, — I have been pressed by 
business from setting out to see you, but hope 
to make it out in a day or two. 

Pray ask your Uncle to keep my application 
in his eye — Lane is to post me up, and I fancy 
a special motion by your Uncle will be requisite. 

Lane thinks my standing (above 8 years) 
at the Scottish Bar, so that I might be a judge 
there, is a consideration of weight. 

I think your uncle might talk to a bencher 
or two before trying it. — Yours ever, 

H, Brougham. 
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[No date,] 
Craven Street, 
Saturday Morning. 

Dear Loch, — I am a good deal surprised at 
having heard nothing from you. The day 
you called I was forced to go out on particular 
business. If you will name any time, I shall 
make a point of being in the way. Calling on 
you is, you know, quite out of the question, as 
I might try it fifty times without finding you 
in chambers. 

But if you can't find time to call, you may at 
any rate write, which, I should think, might 
answer the same purpose. — Yours truly, 

H. Brougham. 

James Loch, Esq, 

Bloomsbury Square — Mr. Adam's. 
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Craven Street, 
Tuesday Morning, 
Aug. 1805. 

Dear Loch, — As you decline mentioning 
the name of the gentleman who made inquiry 
respecting me, I must request you to obtain me 
the favour of an interview with him, in order 
that I may have an opportunity of expressing 
to him my astonishment that any one should 
have used my name as those persons have 
done from whom he heard the absurd and 
utterly groundless statement alluded. — Believe 
me, ever yours truly, 

Henry Brougham, junior. 

To James Loch, Esq. 
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Queen Street, 4 March 1806. 
My dear Loch, — I received your letter with 
the petition therein contained. That I had 
any intention of becoming a Fifeshire Laird, 
I had thought was only known to myself. 
The fact is that I believe on some future day I 
may be on the Roll of Freeholders. But do 
not think that I shall be in time for the next 
Election. As you have solicited my vote, I 
will deal fairly and openly with you. I become 
a fifeshire voter merely in the hope that it may 
be of some advantage to me on some future 
day. I am a free and independent Elector, 
and with me the highest bidder carries the 
day. At all events, till I am absolutely a 
voter, a promise of support, as it is of no use, 
so it is needless to give. Besides it is possible 
I may stand myself for the county, and why 
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not? I can but lose it, a thing of no conse- 
quence. Why you should hear that the King- 
dom is in a stir, I do not know. Both the 
Candidates are Gentlemen and carry on the 
Contest in the most friendly way imaginable, 
and bating the death of a horse killed in the 
service of Mr. Fergusson, I have heard of 
nothing deadly or disagreeable among them. 
Both of them are sanguine, and it seems to be 
the general opinion that the Contest will be 
near run. A single vote may in case be of 
some consequence, and I believe I shall 
not be very extravagant in my demands. 
However, people in power should not be 
rash . . . 

The higher powers seem to be of this 
opinion, at least they take an infernal time, in 
determining who is to be in, and who is to be 
out, in this Corner of the Kingdom. Mr. 
Erskine has, I understand, got his Commission, 
but none of the others having arrived it has 
not been presented. If they do not come on 
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Thursday, the expectants despair of them this 
session, and there 's a quarter's salary lost. I 
believe that the first gown that is likely to 
become vacant will be the last to be made. I 
do not see any person so much changed in my 
absence from the Bar as Charles Hay. He is 
so fat and overgrown, so breathless and apo- 
plectic looking that I do not think that he will 
be long at the Bar or on the Bench. 

They talk in London, I am told, of a general 
sweep at all the Boards of Customs and Excise. 
I sincerely hope this will not extend to Scot- 
land, as there are many there who have 
nothing earthly besides. If that is done I will 
venture to say that no measure ever done by 
any other party will be half so unpopular. 
Indeed, from every circumstance, I cannot 
think it is possible that they would venture 
upon such a measure. 

Thank God the session draws to a Close, 
the Parliament house was always Irksome, and 
I assure you it has not improved since I visited 
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it last. However, Patience overcometh all 
things, even a long session. — Yours ever, 

Andrew Clephane. 

S March. 

Chas. Hay presented his letter this morning. 
To James Loch, Esq. 
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Exeter, Saturday Morning, 
()th Aug. 1806. 

My dear James, — What do you think of 
the odd accident of our having fallen in here 
with Francis ? 

We were kept from Breakfast to Evening at 
Sidmouth for Horses. We were obliged to 
abandon Exmouth and come here, intending 
to-day to go down the Exe to Powderham 
Castle and Dawlish, then to have swept along 
Torbay to Dartmouth, and get to Plymouth 
on Monday. But we now go on straight 
to Plymouth to be with Frank, or make excur- 
sions from thence as fate directs. 

Frank was at the Inn Door when the Mail 
drew up, and we were refused at the great Inn 
so came to the Mail Inn, so that many 
events concurred to this meeting. 

F. went on in the Mail and we went to rest. 



270 WILLIAM ADAM 

We are going to Breakfast at Mrs. Gordon's 
cottage with Charlotte Moysey, and then pro- 
ceed the strait way to Plymouth. 

I gave Francis a letter to Admiral Young, 
which will make him easy. 

Lord Howick's very great and friendly 
alertness in all this is most gratifying to me. 
It renders the letter I sent you useless. I am 
in the dark how his L'd'p has arranged for 
F.'s farther promotion. I shall probably get 
that cleared up at Plymouth by Admiral Young. 
But I should think it might not be amiss, that, 
without seeming to doubt it, you should try 
through Pearce to get at it. 

I send you inclosed a letter for Sheridan 
inclosing one from Pearce to him, which ought 
to have been delivered by me long ago. I 
wish you would see Sheridan and give him 
both. You are such a favourite with him, that 
your doing this may really serve Pearce essen- 
tially, more than if I had been punctual. Let 
Pearce know that till my return I have put it 
in this train. Provided F.'s ultimate promo- 
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tion is firmly arranged, my anxiety about Tat. 
comes on. To this there is only the exception 
of yourself. But on this score my anxiety is 
only of this sort — That I do not think that 
you are not in a course that you will succeed. 
Considering your having no dislike to foreign 
parts, and the Law having now so many ad- 
mirable outlets, if success in England is not 
satisfactory — But because I do not think you 
are in the course that you like best. 

Now, whatever occurs to you as a New 
Line in which you think I can in that 
respect be useful, enquire and suggest, and 
you may be sure that my love and affection for 
you will make me exert as much in your case 
as my power will permit. 

In the meantime, I think you cannot do 
better than devote yourself once more to legal 
study. 

You will be left alone now, till John returns. 

As Francis says William sets out to-morrow, 
you will see Tat. off for East Clifife as soon 
after breaking up as you can. F. tells me that 
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C. Fox is tapped. I long amazingly to hear 
particulars, and how he goes on. 

My letters may be sent to Plymouth until 
Tuesday's post from London, after that to 
Tavistock. — Yours ever, W. Adam. 

James Loch, Esq., 
23 Old Buildings. 
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Tuesday, 

No date. 

My dear Loch, — I have told Ridgeway 
that you would take the trouble of paying 
Gregory 15 guineas thro' O'Brien, and you 
have only to send to his shop any morning 
before three o'clock for the above sum, or 
desire R. to pay it as you please. 

If Denis is distressed for the Courier account, 
Ridgeway will pay it on receiving your com- 
mands to that effect. 

I think the others are not likely to plague 
him, and it would be better, if possible, even 
to let the payment of the Courier stand over 
also. 

I called for you this morning both at 
Chambers and at the Court of Chancery. 

I wish you would write a note to Mr. Elphin- 
stone to say that a Mr. Andrew Grant, the' 
he has been a merchant's clerk, is a man of 
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very liberal education. He had a regular 
course of Edin. Classes, and belonged to 
Mackintosh's set. 

He was for years in the ' Spec' and was 
secretary thereof. Since coming to London 
he has been obliged to support his family by 
going into a counting house, but he has all 
along continued to be a literary man and a 
most staunch politician. He has written a 
number of things which have been greatly 
admired. 

All this I take on Spankie's word, knowing 
nothing of the man except from him. 

The reason for wishing you to inform Mr. 
Elphinstone of his being an accomplished man 
is, that he has been objected to as being a 
merchant's clerk in his application for the 
clerkship to the political dept. at the India 
House, and it is understood that this objection 
being removed, his election is certain. The 
man has been so unfortunate, chiefly owing to 
his politics, that I think he has claims on the 
party. The day is to-morrow, I will tell you 
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more about it when we meet, but you may 

trust Spankie's authority most implicitly. — 

Yours ever, 

H. Brougham. 

To James Loch, Esq. 
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Jersey, ist May 1807. 

My dear J as., — Your most welcome letter 
of the 17th Ulto came to relieve me from con- 
siderable uneasiness on the score of my late 
threatened East India trip. Do give my best 
thanks to your Uncle for his prompt and effec- 
tual application on my behalf, and also those 
of a good old friend of his [in] N. Britain, 
and three spinster ladies. 

The first Gazette by the Packet brought 
my removal from the 2nd batt. 34th to the 
87th, which is every day expected here or 
at Guernsey, and in the event of either destina- 
tion, I think the present arrangements in my 
situation may be continued. The Gazette 
came in the nick of time, as the 34th em- 
barked next day for Ceylon. 

I have still no letters from W. Clerk, but 
am truly sorry to find from yours that he is 
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now an Ex-depute Advocate. He had begun 
to enjoy the sweets of a certain independance, 
and it was certainly not thrown away upon 
him. I hope he will keep up heart and not 
part with his nice poney, and the Sherififdom I 
have every reason to think will be managed. 

I have nothing very interesting to send you 
from this, further than that an attempt was 
made last Saturday to hang a man for house- 
breaking, which failed. The circumstances of 
the case being what may be called horribly 
ridiculous, I cant forbear mentioning them. 

The Flugel Man of the 34th Regt. was 
condemned by our Royal Court to be executed 
last Saturday for stealing watches. Being an 
uncommonly handsome young man, and having 
before had a very good character, his case 
excited much pity. At the awful hour, he 
behaved with uncommon firmness, and marched 
about a mile out of town to the place of execu- 
tion. After praying for half an hour, he was 
launched into eternity, and had hung about a 
minute and a half, and the last convulsion or 
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His case, upon a petition from 2 or 300 
of the principal inhabitants, has been sent to 
His Majesty, and we are all very sanguine 
that a pardon will arrive. 

After a long and mysterious silence on the 
part of your old friend Jamie, we have had at 
last a very pleasant letter from him, dated 
Mirpoore, Aug. 1806. He says in justifica- 
tion that he had written regularly, but attri- 
butes the miscarriage of his letters to his great 
distance from the Presidency. He flatly 
denies having taken a wife, and upon this 
subject says that he must wait patiently to 
see ' what a long, brown, fugged, old, stiff, 
sober looking Major, with Major's pension, 
can do in drawing forth the affections of some 
amiable lady of Fifty with corresponding 
Charms of Antiquity.' 

I wish you all much joy of the approaching 
happy event, and beg you will present my 
kindest respects and congratulations to the fair 
bride, your Mother, Mr. and Miss Adam. I 
have not the pleasure of being acquainted with 
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the happy man, but have often heard his 
praises sounded by Fife people as a very 
honest fellow. 

I need not say how happy I shall be to get 
some news from you when you are at leisure. 
Kind compts. to Willm. — I am, My Dear 
James, yours very sincerely, 

Adam Ferguson. 

To James Loch, Esq. 

23 Lincoln's Inn, 

London. 
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George Street Sq., May 11, 1807. 

My dear Loch, — I do not know why all 
correspondence between :is has ceased for so 
long a time, and it would be unreasonable in 
me during these busy times to all political 
men to think of renewing it by a long epistle 
enumerating my frequent regrets at not having 
been favoured with any letters from you and 
accounting as it might easily do for not having 
written to express these regrets myself. 

I am curious to know the truth of a story 
which has been bandied about in the Par- 
liament House, not much to the credit of 
an acquaintance of ours. I mean Andrew 
Clephane, and today I accidently heard an 
edition of it more favourable to him which 
you can confirm if it is true. 

The story commonly reported was that at 
the Fife Election he had offered his vote to 
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whoever would procure him a Sheriffship, and 
that he wrote so to the candidates. I was 
told to-day the account which his friends gave 
of the matter was that in answer to a letter 
from you soliciting his vote for Ferguson — he 
had written that he was not upon the roll and 
had afterwards added in a joking manner 
that he must sell his vote the best way he 
could. 

I should like to hear an account of the 
matter which would admit of that interpreta- 
tion, and I should be inclined to construe a 
letter to you very differently from one to any 
other person. We have so many instances in 
this country of very bad taste in those matters 
that I should be glad to have any thing con- 
firmed which would put any of our brethren 
who labour under such imputations in a fairer 
point of view, and I know that your feelings 
must be the same as mine in this instance. 
My curiosity is entirely personal, and it was 
only since supper that the thought came across 
me of writing to you on the subject and taking 
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that opportunity of assuring you that I ever 
am, Dear Loch, yours truly, 

John A. Murray. 

Remember me to the Barrister, and offer 
my congrat'ns on Thos. Thomson's marriage, 
which gave me great pleasure as T. is very 
much esteemed, and I knew him well when a 
boy and liked him. When do they come to 
Scotland ? Where is the Colonel ? I sup- 
pose Mr. Adam will be in Scotland at the 
Elections. 

It makes me melancholy to read the vin- 
dication of the late Ministry. How infatu- 
ated the people of England must be that it 
should be necessary to defend them by re- 
peating that they were disposed to do less for 
the Catholics than Pitt. I am astonished to 
find that so vile a state and senseless an out- 
cry should have produced the effect which 
that raised by the present Ministry has done. 
I am afraid other circumstances had contri- 
buted to make the late Ministry unpopular, 
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which has disposed people to lay hold 
of it. 

To James Loch, Esq , 
Old Buildings, 
Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 
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Thorney Abbey, 

Jan. 12, 1808. 

My dear James, — I have meant to write to 
you every day since I came away, on important 
subjects. 

The first, yourself, the most important. 

When I was at Dropmore, Lord Grenville 
spoke with great anxiety about there being 
some person on whose secrecy, integrity and 
capacity and knowledge of the State of things, 
whom he could depend on, who could com- 
municate with the confidential Editors of 
Newspapers his ideas on leading points. 

Tierney suggested you — and Lord Gr. next 
day spoke to me about it again when we were 
by ourselves. It occurred to me that it was 
good in this respect, that it would bring about 
most confidential communication with him, 
and on a change, lead to a situation of per- 
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manent provision. And this was Tierney's 
object in mentioning you. 

On the other hand, it might perhaps be 
thought to interfere with professional views. 
At the same time, I think it would require 
with your knowledge and habits so little time 
that this need be no objection. This reduces 
it to a Matter of Taste. It is in respectability 
from the very great confidence it produces 
with persons of the Highest Consideration not 
ineligible on that score. 

Turn all this in your mind till I come to 
town. 

The second subject is my own concerns. 

I find I must curtail the operations at Blair, 
and I wish you to turn your mind [as to] what 
is the smallest establishment you think I could 
do with so as to keep on what is doing, and to 
do nothing more of any kind but the Cocklaw 
planting. 

I have had leisure in the post chaise to look 
into all the additions of demands upon me by 
the transactions of this last year, and I find 
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the amount so much more than I conceived 
that it will require Every Exertion to meet it. 

In the meantime write to Bruce and get 
from him the account of all outstanding de- 
mands to every person. — Yours ever, 

W. Adam. 
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MiNTO, 15M May 1808. 

Mv DEAR Loch, — I am very sorry to hear 
you give so bad an account of yourself : when 
I was in Edinburgh I was told that you had 
sprained your ancle walking home from dining 
with Mr. Maule, and tho' I know you some- 
times make a false step after his dinners, I 
don't know why, but I took it into my head 
that you had only been faithless to your wife 
and was now suffering for your infidelity, and 
was in hopes you would have been well by this 
time. 

I think that the best thing you can do is to 
leave town and pay us a good long visit here ; 
our fine clear air will do your liver more good 
than all the calomel you will be condemned to 
take in London. You shall study as hard as 
you please and have the Morning Chronicle 
brought up with your breakfast every morning. 
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Seriously, I don't think you can do better. 
We have a very Esculapius within a dozen 
miles who possesses at least one advantage 
over the London doctors, in that he never 
takes a fee. I shall be much obliged to you 
for Brougham's speeches when they are printed ; 
is there any chance of his being brought 
into Parlt. ? It is really downright waste in 
these times of severity to confine his fine 
talents entirely to the Law. 

I know that the review of Marmion is ready 
and that it is composed of all the bitterest 
ingredients in Mr. Jeffrey's shop, indeed they 
say that it is rather a review of Walter Scott 
than his poem, and tho' I admire Marmion 
with all its faults, I shall not be sorry to see 
Scott made to smart a little for his sins both 
poetical and political. 

I am as idle here as you can well imagine, 
and am lazy enough not to dislike it. In 
short, I think I shall make a capital country 
gentleman if I can but learn to put myself in 
a passion at a county meeting to turn a road 
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ten yards to the right or left, and admire His 
Majesty's Ministers for the time being. 

Remember me to Ferguson if he is not 
gone. — BeUeve me, ever yours sincerely, 

Gilbert Elliot. 

To James Loch, Esq. 



NOTES 305 

GILBERT ELLIOT (301-303) 
Mr. Maule. See appendix, Maule, William Ramsay. 
Brougham. See Appendix A. 
Mr. Jeffrey. See appendix, ye^r«)', Francis. 
Walter Scott. See appendix, Scott, Sir Walter. 
Ferguson. See appendix, Ferguson, James. 
Gilbert Elliot (signature). See appendix, Elliot, Gilbert. 



NOTES 305 



GILBERT ELLIOT (301-303) 
Mr. Maule. 

Brougham. See Appendix A. 
Mr. Jeffrey. See appendix, Jeffrey, Francis. 
Walter Scott. See appendix, Scott, Sir Walter. 
Ferguson. 
Gilbert Elliot (signature). 



VOL. II. U 



JOHN A. MURRAY 307 



George Street Sq., 

Monday, July 6, i8o8[7?]. 

My dear Loch, — Thos. Thomson and I 
had been talking about you and abusing you 
for not coming to Edinburgh, when, a few 
minutes after we separated, I received your 
letter. 

I can see no sort of objection to your 
coming and voting for any of the collectors 
if you vote for Mackenzie. He is decidedly 
superior to the others and I kept my- 
self disengaged in order to vote as it might 
suit him. He afterwards felt himself secure 
and told me I might vote as I chose, and I 
vote for Murray who is a relative, but I should 
not have voted if I had seen any competitor 
of whom I entertained a very high opinion. 
The other three may all be very fit, but they 
are too young, and I see no reason why you 
should not vote for whoever you like. 
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If I thought it a job I would tell you so. 
Bell is considered as having the best chance. 
He has been very assiduous in his canvas. 
I know more of Wedderburn than him and 
should prefer him put, he may be equally fit for 
the situation. Having left the profession was 
never considered as a reason for not voting, 
and as you will vote for the only person who 
has a decided claim as a professional man, 
there can be no job in your attending. 

Embark therefore in the Lord Melville 
which you will undoubtedly prefer after the 
partiality you shewed for his picture on 
Thursday, and allow me to dispose of you upon 
Thursday and Friday and remain until you 
find it necessary to return to your rural 
affairs. We have had various meetings of 
the Club at which we hoped for your pre- 
sence. 

Thomson purposes to go to London on 
Saturday next and I shall leave Edinr. about 
the twenty-fourth of this month. I purpose 
to attend the Carlisle assizes and to join 
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Horner and W. G. at Bridgewater or Bristol 
on the Western Circuit. 

I insist and entreat that you will let me see 
you soon, and believe me, ever yours truly, 

John A. Murray. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
Blair Adam, 

Kelty Bridge, 
Kinross. 
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Temple, 
Saturday, Tfith July 1808. 

My dear Loch, — I am quite provoked at 
myself for not having written to you before — 
but the old excuse — the want of time and 
having nothing to say never applied so well. 
I intended to have written last Monday, but 
was prevented by going down to Woburn — 
where of course, nothing could be found worth 
reporting. 

By the way, the party was very agreeable — 
only the journey there was not quite so much 
so — for the Hollands going about the same 
time, asked me to go with them — which sort 
of family travelling is always a bore. In this 
case too it had the effect of making me 
hurried for time — for I waited a couple of 
days to suit their time, and was obliged to 
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return yesterday, whereas they remained for 
a week. 

Your uncle was there, and I left him and 
all the rest. He is looking better than ever I 
saw him. The Duke is an excellent man, and 
sensible too, and well informed — but terribly 
silent and shy — so much so indeed, that tho' 
he was pleased to say in his invitation that 
it was for the purpose of cultivating my 
acquaintance, and I of course made every 
effort for the purpose, I do not think we 
exchanged six words together the whole time 
— She makes up for it. 

No news of any sort or kind — Everybody 
in town has become less sanguine about Spain. 
I never was sanguine, so my disappointment 
will be less. 

Ld. Grenville carries his despair of it too 
far. What my sentiments are, you will see in 
next E. Rev. where I have written an article. 

It is curious to see how all persons in and 
about office give it up — God knows, they were 
sanguine formerly with much less reason, and 
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so was Ld. Grenville, and Ld. Grey (from 
whom I heard yesterday) is as he says himself 
'Sanguine in the greatest degree.' I am 
sure he will continue so, till the Spaniards are 
beaten ' in the least degree,' and then give all 
up. Holland and Juan — much less so than 
before. 

Tierney says ^ Jack Spaniard wont do,' and 
nothing more. I am forced to give up my trip 
to see Petty at Bounds — as the Cockpit being 
over for the season, I set off immediately for 
Edinr. with James, where I shall arrive 
speedily, only stopping a night at Whitbread's, 
and a couple of days at Hawick. When do 
you come? 

Give me two lines before you set out that 
I may be sure to be in the way when you pass 
them. Also write before I go. I mean by 
return of post, to let me know how you get 
on, and how the bathing does. 

Remember me kindly to your mother — and 
believe me most affecty. — Your faithful friend, 

H. Brougham. 
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I can hardly write this for bleeding — having 
had two large teeth drawn half an hour ago. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
Brighton, 

(Post Office), Sussex. 
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George Street, 
Edinr., Thursday, Aug. igfk, 1808. 

My dear Loch, — I am greatly delighted to 
hear of your being so much better, tho' I 
always expected it as soon as the limb should 
be strengthened. I have also an agreeable 
report of your coming down here. I shall 
rejoice infinitely to have it confirmed by your- 
self, and only hope you may cast your plan so 
as to come soon and to be returning with 
myself. I must be in London for the opening 
of the office in the third week of Oct., and we 
can go up together. 

This place is not duller than agreeable. I 
take it as country, of course, and reading 
' Nisi Prius ' law all morning, find sufficient 
society in the evening. 

The last B. Review and some former ones 
have put the ministerial folks here out of all 
patience. They storm beyond bounds, and as 
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I am accused of it, Jeffrey being no partizan, I 
have the whole brunt of it to bear now. Scott 
has refused to write any more on this precise 
ground — probably assisted by Marmion. 

I maintain, however, that it is in the main 
quite impartial, and tho' most frequently hostile 
to Govt., because Govt, is generally worse 
than Opposition, yet I contend that it is above 
both sides and acts justly by each. 

What say you to the last No. ? 

Pray give me some news. When does 
Parlt. really meet .'' 

Is the King well or ill } I hear rumours 
about him, but know not what to believe. 

Remember me most kindly to your Mother 
and Uncle (if you see him), and write as soon 
as you possibly can in charity. — Yours most 
affy., Henry Brougham. 

To J. Loch, Esq., 
Brighton, 
Sussex. 
Post Office. 
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Dear Loch, — It was only this morning 
that we heard here for the first time of your 
misfortune and subsequent illness. 

Lady Holland is much concerned about it 
and wishes to know from yourself how you 
go on. And she bids me add that if you 
think a change of air would do you good, and 
are able to go so far from your medical 
attendants as to Holland House, she should 
be extremely happy to see you there, and 
could give you an appartment on the ground 
floor. — Yours faithfully, 



John Allen. 



Holland House, 
Sunday. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
at Wm. Adam's, Esqr. 
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Dear Sir, — I am sorry that my forget- 
fulness last night should have given you so 
much trouble. 

I ought to have reminded her of her con- 
versation about the lottery ticket before you 
went away. 

Inclosed is a draft for ;^20. She begs 
you to buy a ticket for her and Ld. Henry at 
the same time that you purchase one for 
Mr. Tierney. — Yours ever, 

John Allen. 
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Dear Loch, — Lady Holland is much 
obliged to you for the trouble you have 
taken — but she cannot decide so soon as 
the time you mention. If any other place 
should occur before you leave Brighton, she 
will thank you to inform her of it by writ- 
ing to Holland House. 

Have you heard anything of the Duke of 
Argyle ? How he does or where he is at 
present ? 

If you know anything about him, let us 
know. — Yours faithfully, 

John Allen. 

St. Leonard's Hili,, 
Tuesday. 
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' Resistance^ off Lisbon, 
Sept. 11/1808. 

My dear James, — I began a letter to you 
yesterday on board, but had not time to finish 
it, and the same thing happened with one I 
began to WiUiam some time ago. However, 
I trust to getting this sent by one of our Ships 
which convey the Russians. I did not arrive 
in the Tagus time enough to write by the ship 
which carried home the dispatches of Lisbon, 
being ours by a convention, and this is the 
first opportunity since. 

I take for granted all England will be as 
surprised and disgusted at the Convention as 
we are here to a man. Never was so glorious 
an opportunity of shewing to all Europe our 
superiority to the French Troops lost. Im- 
mediately after the battle of the 21st (at the 
latter end of which Sir H. Burrard arrived on 
the field, as I told William in my letter of the 
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22nd), Sir A. Wellesley wished to advance; 
his plan was to push the three Brigades which 
had been engaged, forward to Tprres Vedras 
by a road on our right, and after refreshing 
the troops which had been engaged, and com- 
pleting their ammunition, to follow the French 
by the road they retreated. In which case 
the troops to the right would have arrived at 
Torres Vedras before the French (for they did 
not reach that place till 12 at night), and the 
other troops would have followed them closely, 
that the probability is the French Army, or the 
greatest part of it, would have surrendered. 
I do not say this without reason, for the French 
officers themselves allow it, but Sir Hy. 
Burrard would not permit it, tho' repeatedly 
pressed by Sir A. Wellesley on the subject, he 
having received messages from Ferguson and 
others, wishing to be allowed to advance. 

Our Army continued in the position it had 
before occupied, and next day Sir Hew Dal- 
rymple arrived and took the command. A 
few hours afterwards Genl. Kellerman came 
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in with a proposition for a Convention, a sus- 
pension of arms ensued, and in ten days the 
Treaty, as you have ere this seen, was agreed 
to. Our Army in that time did not advance 
above five miles. So after beating the French 
troops most completely, no advantage was 
made of the victory, and Europe I fear will 
not believe that they were beaten at all. It 
actually surprises the French themselves to 
have got such terms, and I can't give a better 
proof of it than by relating a conversation 
which took place at Junot's table. 

Lord Lovaine was dining there, and hap- 
pened to speak to a French Officer of a piece 
of plate which the Genl. Officers of Wellesley's 
Army had voted him. 

The Frenchman said it was highly honour- 
able, and must be greatly gratifying to Sir 
Arthur, and added, ' I think We ought to 
present a piece of Gold plate to Sir Hew 
Dalrymple ! ' 

The scoundrels have plundered in a most 
excessive degree, and I fear will (notwith- 
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standing every exertion to preserve it) carry 
off a great deal. 

One thing will strike you as most unwise in 
the Convention, viz. that the Portugese name 
and nation is not once mentioned in the treaty, 
which of course disgusts them much, and will 
have a bad effect no doubt, as the Spaniards 
will be still more averse to receiving our 
Army. The Portugese certainly do not 
deserve any attention, from the manner in 
which they behaved, for never was a more 
despicable set, but still, we came to conquer 
the country for them and not for our- 
selves. 

The first division of the French Army 
embarked yesterday. The second will embark 
to-morrow, and I sail with it in a few days for 
Basque Roads. So I hope soon after to see 
you all. I take to France Genl. Loessin and 
his suite, who is as great a beast as ever was 
in the World. 

Ronald Ferguson has had an attack of bile, 
and is weak after it. He has got leave to 
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go home, so you will see him almost as soon as 
you will get this. 

The French are in great fear of being 
attacked by the Portugese (as the last division 
embarks), who are much exasperated indeed. 
I will add to this if I can, if not. Adieu. — 
Ever most affe., C. Adam. 

I was obliged to finish in a hurry to go with 
the General to ride and see Warre, who has had 
a severe attack of dysentry, but is recovering. 
I forgot to tell you that I received your letter 
of the nth August, the day before yesterday. 

I hope by this time you are convinced 
that the Commander at the battle of Assye 
is an excellent soldier — as Junot is not a 
Mahratta. 

There never was a finer fellow, nor one 
more respected or confided in by his Army, 
and it is woeful to reflect what ills have arisen 
owing to his being superseded in the command. 
I have not time to write half as much as I am 
inclined on the subject. 
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I rejoice to find you have received benefit 
from the tepid bath, and hope you are quite 
well by this time. 

It is most comfortable to know that Clemy is 
likely to do so well, it is an anxious time, 
however. 

I hope T. Kennedy will soon be well. 

I forgot to say there are no orders for the 
Army to go further, and it is to be hoped they 
will not go farther with their perfect comrades. 

Adieu ; I fear I shall miss the ships. I leave 
you to the public accounts about Russia, etc. 

I will do my utmost to get your Spanish 
books, there are no Portugese books worth 
having, I am told. — Yrs. ever, C. A. 

To James Loch, Esq., 
23 Lincoln's Inn, 
London. 
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[iVo date] 

Sunday. 

My dear Loch, — I received your note 
yesterday, and hope you will come over soonish 
as I mean to go out to Ld. Lauderdale's for a 
few days. I never had any intention of going 
over to Blair Adam, my time being cut out and 
carved till my return, which you know is fixed 
by the term, or rather before it. 

I am at present less anxious about political 
matters than ever I remember to have been. 
The Convention has awakened me a little and 
made me feel some little remorse at my deter- 
mination to cut (or rather at my having cut) 
politics, and refused Park., as I never saw any 
greater symptoms of a fine rowing Session. 
But Pleading and Nisi Prius occupy me so 
fully that I scarcely have time to think of these 
things. 

I think your political friends have some good 
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game to play now, but after their mismanage- 
ment of Copenhagen, etc. etc. etc., what can 
be hoped from them .-' 

My best wishes to your mother and John, 
and let me know when you are to arrive, that 
I may come to Edinr. to meet you, being at 
present living at Drum. 

H. Brougham. 



NOTES 345 

HENRY BROUGHAM (343-344) 
Ld. Lauderdale. See z.'^^zx\dxyi,Lauderdale, James Maitland. 
Your mother. See appendix, Loch, Mary. 
John. 
H. Brougham (signature). See Appendix A. 



NOTES 345 



HENRY BROUGHAM (343-344) 

Ld. Lauderdale. 

Your mother. 

John. 

H. Brougham (signature). See Appendix A. 



HENRY BROUGHAM 347 



Holland House, Friday Night. 

Dear Loch, — I have set myself down to 
give you a rowing for being so absurd as to 
tell the ' Citizen ' that you were sure I wrote 
the article about Strangford in the M. C. 

First, if I on an occasion state a point or 
two for the party in a newspaper — it is a dirty 
work — like most works of necessity — and one 
which nothing but the absolute impossibility 
of finding others who will do it, could ever 
reconcile me to. 

Of course, even this inducement would 
utterly fail, were I not satisfied that the thing 
is kept religiously concealed. 

Lord Holland, the Lambs, Allen, and the 
very few others who do such things, have 
precisely the same feeling upon it. 

Next, you must observe that Strangford 
and I are very intimately connected — having 
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been coadjutors in business — (indeed, in this 
very business of Portugal) and regular, familiar 
correspondents ever since. The Hollands and 
he are also intimate together. 

This would make it doubly unpleasant that 
anything should come out of the sort. 

As it was obvious that the M. C. was going 
all wrong on the subject of Lisbon, and as 
from accidental circumstances nobody could 
be supposed so well fitted to state the case 
for our friends as one who had been employed 
by them in the very affair itself, I felt myself 
called upon to take it up. And contrary to 
my usual practice, / plainly told you that I 
was the author of the discussion in question — 
for the express purpose of preventing you 
from saying any thing about it, when you might 
see it contain what I had accidentally talked 
over to you before writing, or meaning to 
write it. 

I dare say you did not tell Tierney that I 
wrote it, after I had said so to you — but it 
would surely have been much better to have 
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let it alone entirely, and to have taken for 
granted that if (as you were positive) I was 
the author, I would not like it to be known, 
and that the only way of keeping it secret 
was not to talk of it. Nobody knows it but 
Lord H., and the first thing I heard when I 
came here was that Tierney had it as above 
from you, and that I must lecture you 
accordingly, which I have hereby done. 

I shall only add one golden rule — viz. that 
nothing can ever be concealed but by keeping 
it from every one person, however friendly or 
however little inclined to blab, whom there 
is no real occasion for entrusting with it. — 
Yours most truly, H. Brougham. 

P.S. — The attacks on Holland House in 
the ministerial papers render the cautions 
contained in this letter the more worthy of 
attention. 



NOTES 351 

HENRY BROUGHAM (347-349) 
The 'Citizen.' See appendix, Tierney, George. 
Strangford. See appendix, Smythe, Percy Clinton Sydney. 
M. C. [^Morning Chronicle\. 

Lord Holland. See appendix, Fox, Henry Richard Vassall. 
The Lambs. See appendix. Lamb, William. 
Allen. See appendix, ^//i?«,y(7^«. 
Tierney. See appendix, Tierney, George. 
H. Brougham (signature). See Appendix A. 



I I 



NOTES 351 



HENRY BROUGHAM (347-349) 
The ' Citizen.' See appendix, Tierney, George. 
Strangford. 
M. C. 

Lord Holland. 
The Lambs. 

Allen. See appendix, Allen, John. 
Tierney. See appendix, Tierney. 
H. Brougham (signature). See Appendix A. 



JOHN ALLEN 353 



Seville, 7 May 1809. 

Dear Loch, — Though your letter did not 
reach us till long after we knew how the Duke 
of York's business had ended, the account you 
gave of it, and particularly your descrip- 
tion of the scene at Carlton House, was not 
the less interesting or amusing. 

I am not surprised at the interest taken by 
the other Princes in the fate of their brother, 
for independent of fraternal affection, it could 
not escape them that the result of the enquiry in 
which the House was engaged must extend to 
them all. But as Mrs. Clarke has been more 
fortunate in her debut \}aax\. Madme. dela Motte, 
so it is to be hoped that the disquieting scene 
of jobbing and pilfering, which she has dis- 
closed, will not be nearly so fatal to them as 
the affair of the Necklace was to the royal 
family of France. They have had a salutary 
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lesson. How they will profit by it remains to 
be seen. 

Public opinion, when once lost, is slowly 
and with difficulty regained. But in their 
situation there is no alternative. They must 
either recover the confidence of the public or 
submit to pass the remainder of their days in 
obscurity and contempt. To persist in obtrud- 
ing themselves into situations of trust, while 
the people continue in their present disposition 
towards them, would be to endanger the 
monarchy to which they belong. I cannot, 
therefore, believe that they will attempt it. 

The resignation of the D. of York is the 
exclusion of all the members of the royal family 
from the office of Commander-in-Chief till 
some one among them shall arise, whose 
virtues and talents shall acquire for him the 
love and confidence of the people. I am at 
too great a distance to judge whether the 
popular clamour is, in this instance, with or 
without foundation. 

If it is unjust, the Court have without 
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doubts claims upon our pity, but when I 
recollect the 'No Popery' cry which they 
instigated and enjoyed, I confess that it does 
not pain me to see them scratched by the 
weapon which they poisoned. But if it is well 
founded, I cannot understand the part taken 
by the Whig aristocracy in Parliament, and 
still less sympathise with the fears and appre- 
hensions which they express in private. 

At no time in my remembrance have the 
people shown a disposition to act against the 
Court in which the Aristocracy have not been 
the first to take the alarm, and yet, so incon- 
sistent are their expectations with their conduct, 
that when turned out of office, disgraced and 
humiliated by the Court, they expect to find 
the people ranged on their side, and are 
surprised and offended at their indifference. 

I should have thought that the history of 
the present reign might have taught both the 
people and the Aristocracy a better lesson and 
convinced them that they have but one enemy, 
and that enemy common to both. 
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Accident has detained us much longer in this 
country than we originally intended, and 
having staid so long I trust we shall not be 
obliged to leave it till some definitive measure 
is adopted with respect to the Cortes. The 
subject is at present before the Junta, and in 
a few days they must come to a decision on a 
proposition made to them by Garay of con- 
voking that assembly. Some members of the 
Junta are most openly opposed and others are 
understood to be secretly disinclined to this 
measure. But the influence of some of the 
leading members of the Junta — particularly 
Jovillanos, Garay, Calbo, Campo Tagnado, 
and Veri, the progress of public opinion which 
is decidedly in favour of a more popular 
government than the present, and the necessity 
universally recognised of strengthening the 
government by extending its basis — will, it is 
generally supposed, prevail in having a decree 
issued by the Junta, appointing the Cortes to 
meet at some definite time for the redress of 
grievances and reform of abuses. 
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I am only afraid that the enemies of the 
Cortes will prevail in having too distant a 
period fixed for the convocation of that 
assembly. The persons who are openly most 
averse to the Cortes are Riquel6ne, a Lawyer 
from Grenada, a suspicious character who 
owes his rise in life to the P. of the Peace ; 
Torr6, a lawyer from Toledo, of an intriguing 
disposition, and Rabd from Condaba who 
belongs, if I mistake not, to the same 
profession. 

The object of these men is evidently to 
keep possession of the power which they have 
got ; but, though Riqueldne in particular is far 
from being destitute of talents, they have not 
weight enough to defeat a measure so de- 
servedly and universally popular in the nation 
as the revival of their antient free constitution, 
though it is not impossible that by coalescing 
with those who are in secret unfriendly to the 
Cortes, they may succeed in putting off their 
convocation to a distant period. 

It is idle to add anything on the state of the 
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war, as the face of affairs may be totally 
changed before this reaches you. I have, 
therefore, only to assure you, that incredible as 
it may appear to some of our friends, Spain is 
not yet subdued, nor do her inhabitants shew 
the smallest symptom of becoming reconciled 
to the French Yoke. Their hatred of their 
invaders and determination to resist them to 
the last extremity seem, on the contrary, to 
acquire strength every moment ; and wonder- 
ful as it may appear to those who are con- 
versant in English political parties, their 
firmness and steadiness in the cause which 
they have embraced increase with every 
misfortune that befalls it. At the moment 
of their greatest adversity, when the battle of 
Medellin and the rout of Nabino's army had 
opened to the enemy a passage to Seville 
which his ignorance or timidity prevented him 
from using, there was not the slightest 
disposition shewn to submit, nor a moment's 
doubt or hesitation about rejecting the offers 
of accommodation proposed by the enemy. ' I 
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did not embrace the cause of my country,' 
said Jovellanos, when the offers of the French 
were communicated to him, ' till I was satisfied 
that it was a just one, and having that con- 
viction I will defend it while there is a foot of 
land in Spain that maintains its independence ; 
and should all be lost in our peninsular, I will 
go to America or even to the Filipines sooner 
than betray the trust reposed in me.' 

"Remember me kindly to Mr. Adam, and 
believe me. Dear Loch, ever Yours, 

J. Allen. 

P.S. — I have not heard of Brougham or 
Horner since we came into Spain, but suppose, 
of course, that they are well and busy. I did 
not see Horner's name nor Abercrombie's in 
the minority on Ld. Folkestone's motion. 
Were they on the Circuit ? 
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Holland House, Thursday. 

Dear Loch, — I am truly sorry that I shall 
not be able to see you at Richmond Park 
before you leave it, but am glad to learn you 
are getting better. 

There can be but one opinion as to the 
cause for which the Spaniards are contending 
— and fearful as the odds are against them, 
I see no reason to despair of their success. 

They have many local advantages which, 
improved with skill, may get the better of 
the superior discipline of their opponents. 

It is greatly in their favour that their King 
is in the hands of Bonaparte, and that none 
of the Royal Family are in Spain to interfere 
with their proceedings. Should they succeed, 
I have no doubt of their establishing a free 
constitution on the basis of their antient 
Cortes — so that we have two reasons for 
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wishing them success, while most of their 
well wishers in this country have but one — 
and I, in contradistinction to you, have a third 
reason derived from the knowledge of the 
excellent qualities that form their character. 

I am sorry to say that the persons whom 
I thought best of in Spain have either 
behaved ill in this business or taken no part 
at all. Valdes at Leon is a very old and 
particular friend of Ld. Holland. We saw 
him at Burgos where he lived in banishment, 
but though an excellent man and able minister, 
his notions of liberty are not such as you and 
I approve of He was Minister of Marine in 
Spain from 1782 to 1794 or 1795. Palafox 
is a great name in Aragon, but I know not 
who is the person of that name who defeated 
the French at Saragossa, except that he is 
an ofificer of considerable standing in the 
Spanish Army, and was Captain General of 
the province. 

There is no certainty of Jovellanos being at 
Saragossa as was reported. O'Farrel has 
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behaved very ill and disappointed all his old 

friends. His own wife, who is a very clever 

and zealous person, has quarreled with him 

for his conduct. — Yours ever, 

J. Allen. 
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York's, 23 ; his kindness to 

James Brougham, 87 ; and H. 

Brougham's application, 251 ; 
I Adam Ferguson's thanks to, 281. 
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